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TAJBank Becomes First Corporate to List Sukuk Bond on NGX... rgcs

Buhari Hails Pate on Appointment as Gavi CEOQ

\@Incoming chief executive pledges to support countries scale up critical routine immunisation programmes

2%.:' " anl Onyebuchi ing Chied Executive Officer of the forward to working closely with  yesterday, by his spobesperson, imlm_mnt historical moment nof baowledie, eqpertise and very rch
l nAbuja

Cavi Vaccine Alliance, Nigera's  Fale lo sengthen lhe ration’s health — Mallam Garba Shehu, described only for him persorally but Nigeria.  experience in - the administfation
i D Muhammad Ali Pate over  system and on other global health  Pate's rise across radial and other  and Africa as a whole g of vancines and immunisation m
| Presiclent Mubammady Bubard  his appointment ISELEs. barriens o become the first black According to Buharz  “Our
| vesterclay congratuslated the inooen- Thez przident said he was looking Bubari, m a stalement mased. Afnican o lead Gavi as a very  hope s that D Pate wall bring his Continued on page 9

Presidency: FG, CBN to Take Position on
Currency Swap after §'Court Determination Today

®Lmefiele: politicians buying, storing new banknotes for elections @Berates fuel stations over alleged extortion of customers
®Courts diplomatic community on naira redesign, cashless policy @Maintains currency
hoarders, abusers will go to jail @Govemors mopping up new notes, CSOs allege | Qur jclentity go

Continued onpage 9 mean
something!...

'LISTING OF N10 BILLION MUDARABAH SUKUK ISSUANCE SPONSORED BY TUBANK... PRI o

| L-R:Executive Director/ECO, TAIBank, Mr. Sherif Idi Chief Digital Officer, Nigerian Exchange Limited [WGX], Dr. Oluferni Oyenuga; Divisional Head, Capital Markets, Mr, Jude
| Chizmek; Chairrman, TAJBank, Alhaji Tarkn lsiaki Gwamna; Managing Director/CED, Mr. Hamid Joda, and Managing Director, Graenwich Merchant Bank, Mr, Bayo Ratimi, FOR PRESIDENT
| during a closing gong ceremony in commenmoration of the listing of the N0 billion Mudarabah Sukuk issuance sponsored by TAJBank Limited at NGX . yesterday
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o®squad

Get Started £
www.squadco.com

Sguad USSD

Dial to Pay

Setup a unique USSD code
for your business on
Squadco.com

Your customers just dial, you get paid.

Proudly African, Truly International
Banking . Fund Managers . Pension Managers . Payments
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SMEGrow

SME Grow my Business by Zenith is more
than a bank account. It provides micro,
small and medium enterprises a veritable
platform to manage their businesses and
position them for wider market reach.

Sign up today and enjoy benefits such as:

1. Free Google digital services - business
listing and verification, digital
training, website and more

2. Single digit interest loan for specific
industries

3. Discounted pricing on business |
products and services e.g., insurance
and others,

4. Customized Zenith SME business cafe
5. Swifter access to business loan
and lots more.

Visit www.zenithbank.com/sme-gi
for more information.

Bank the Eazy way with * 966 # o DATA REQUIRED

EazyBanking

L. +2341 2787000, 0904 085 7000, 0700ZENITHBANK

o O O @ (Ej) zenithdirect@zenithbank.com

Q Zenith Intelligent Virtual Assistant (ZiVA) -

For enquiries and feedback, kindly contact
ZenithDirect, our 24hr interactive Contact Centre: AR 4%22 g o
& www.zenithbank.com
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News

FROM AMERICA WITH LOVE...

L-R: United States Ambassador to Nigeria, Ms. Mary Beth, Special Assistant, Assistant Secretary of State for Africa, Ms. Holly Mackey and President Muhammadu Buhari, during an audience at the State House Abuja...

on Monday

PHOTO: SUNDAY AGHAEZE

All Eyes on Supreme Court as Suit against
Banning Old Naira Notes Resumes Today

®0gun joins case as Abiodun reads riot act to banks ®Gbajabiamila says relief underway
®Armed policemen take over Ondo CBN office to prevent attack by angry bank customers
®Wike faults policy ®Ganduje threatens to sanction erring banks, business owners

Alex Enumah, Udora Orizu in
Ahuja Fidelis David in Akure James

Sowolein Abeokuta,
nPort Hermm

inkano

All eves would be focused on the
-'lipm court as hearing in the suit
challeryzing e poswers of the fderal
gowvermment ancl the Central Bank
of Nigena (CEN) to stop the use
of the old N200, NS00 and N1X00
begins loday at the Supreme Court
m Abuja,

This wis just a5 Opun Stabe
Caverrument haes fied an applciton
at the Supreme Court seeking o
jom Kaduna, Ko and Zamfara
States in the sk,

]_El)!imn joarng; the syt confirmmed
THEBDAY S mooent epont that as part
of efforts to deliberately stall the
Surpreme Court raling, govemorns of
sowmie of e ARl Prosmessies {:t!'l;;l‘k'.-ﬁ
AP stafes henoe chosen o continyae
to file for jpinder i the matier.

[T st wehich was originally filed
by the three northem states has since
been joined by Ondo, Kane, Ekit
ard noww Ogun states, Rivers had
abso indicating s prepansdness o
do same,

Soumoes at the Federal Ministry of
Justice, had dischosed fo THISDAY
theat the chesmn of the stale sonvemons,
who wene o the Supeme Court
suit was o delay the judgement
and have the obd carrency run tll
after the election.

Ohe oof hee soumoes, who plheadied
o rermain anoeyTrous Fed said, “Tt
s the disign of the governoes, who
are adding many omder suits, o
ey the jadgemient and try o keep
the state of affairs whereby the old
currerey would continue o be in
use, while they lobby Supreme Court
justices so that they cannot reach a
pczerrent, and to push the Supeeme
Conrt decsion on this matter until
after the prsidential dection,

“They want tn use the cash for
the pressidiential election. So, fhey ane
adding more joinder suits to delay
the outromee of the udgement s
that the hao cufrencics can wirk
topether 50, what we see is that
the votebuyvers are fighting back.”

The Supreme Court bemyg the
firal court e the country joened
in the mather which had generated

Imeree coniroversy, when it last week
halted the federal government from
mceedding o stop bhe vse of the old

kot from Febroany 10, K25

Justice John Okoro, who gave
the restraining order ﬁlil‘ﬁl the
federal povernment, held that the
order would subsist unhl foday,
whem i would bear the case Oof
the agprieved stabes.

[h_lul:inm of the apex mlm Wils
seqquiel to an exparte application
l:if!u rhit bt it !-:1 Fd'ln.I‘:;F:n' 3 by
the Attormevs-Ceneral of Faduna,
Kiopi and Zamfara Stabes,

Since its onder on February 8,
the apex court has come under
heavy bnocks by some onbics of
the administration for venturing
o what they believed was the
eclusive of the eecutive, although
sorme others induding serior bwyars
saw nothirg winngz in e action of
ther apex court snce the order made
Wil o IePOGIeY one

When the matter comes up today;
it would be expected that (he ssue
of jursdiction which & very orucial
i Ay case st first be resolved.

Mg worrsome i e issoe of
endooeaility of the sad ondes, which
has further throwm the nation into
ook as e cormmenci| banks
ancl busmesses despite the order of
the apex court and the pledpe by
the federal government o obey the
onder have continued fo reject the
old naira nobes

Adsi, lwvers and litigants ane
bemng peevenied from fling oourt
processes at the Lagos High Count,
as oifficials msisted they would only
.'IL'I_'I._']_"[ M= TRAIra Niodes.

In the smt marked: SC/
O/ 162/ A% and fild on Febouary
3, plaintifts are seeking among
ather things, a declaration that
the demonetisation policy of the
federation being curmenthy. carmed
ot by the CHN urder the dinctive of
the president was not in compliance
with the extand provisions of the
corstitution and CBN A, 207 and
actual Taws om the subject,

Besides, plaintits wanted &
declaration that the three-month
notice  given by the  federal
:.Er:ffLrnnu-'nr gt the CBN under
thwe divective of the president, the
epiration of which was exgoected o
mender the old banknotes inadwissble

a5 byl fencder, ws in s violation
of the provisions of Soction 203) of
the CBMN Act 207, which specifies
that ressonable notice must be given
before such a poliow

Mﬁ“l}ih L‘E.’h"l.i'ﬂﬂ'l‘ttl‘l Mlagey,
SAN, the lvwyer representing the
AGF wihio ws the sole respondent
i Hue sk, wiss present doring e
hearing and subsequent s of the
e parte applicabion be however
filed the government’s objection
s the swit.

[he fexderal govemnment in the
Motice of Preliminary Chbyection
dated February 8, damed that the
Suprrerme Court lacked the necessary
jurschichion o ertertain the suit in
thee first place.

Accomding o fheir anpument, the

pardats ought fo ove commenoed
tre syt befone a Federal High Court
andl not at the Supreme Cinirt

Bisichies, the rr.\? sndent argued
that “the plaintiffs have aqually not
shown reasonable cause of action”
against it

Bessdes the objection, the AGE,
Abubakar Malamd also stated that the
feckeral prvemment wiukd take seps
oy wacate the onder when the court
nesLirmes, on e growncs Bhat the by
alkows the grsemiment to challeyge
any order that it = not plessed
with and that the governmient will
do &0 in this nstant case by
irstrumertality of the law,

Last weekind, povemons of the 36
states of the federation rose from a
meeting in Abuga with a resolution

o dimect thear Attomieys General
0 review e sual with a view o
corsclidating the legal ndifs pursued
by the states,
Ogun Suit as Abiodun
Reads Act to Banks

Ogun State Caonvmment bas fiked
an applhication at the Supreme Court
of MNigena, secking o join Kaduna,
Koo and Fandara Sabes, in e suit

= stale, in a Motion of Notice

filed by ifs coumsed, Afe Babalola and
Coy, on February 13, sought to be
joired as 4th Fll.-!inl'iﬁ',."np licant, in
a =t numbser SCACY 1622023,

The applicant m the Nohice
further stated that it Hlu!iht iy be
a ooqpairiff for thae st and effoctnae
determination i the st stibbed

by the other three plaintiffs

The plaintiff also notified the
Supreme Court that it shall rely on
all the processes atready filled in this
action i adkdibon o the affidavit m
*-'I.I]Fl‘.ﬂl‘! of the application

asting 13 grounels upen which
the: appleation was predicated, the
plamtif submitted among others,
that the implementation of the
federal  povernment-sanctioned
policy had thus far negatively
affected the dtizens all over the
federation which includes Osum
State, and left several residents of
fhe state stranded, cash stapped and
frustrated leading o rots, grevous
ingermuption of commercial adivities,

Continued on page 12

OPEC Confirms Nigeria's Oil Output Grew by Just 23,000 bpd in Jan
@O0il prices fall after US crude reserve release

Emmanuel AddehinAbuja

The Ovmnesstion of  Petrodeunm
Exporting  Countries  [OPEC)
vesterday confirmed that Nigera's
oil cutput grew by a meagne
23,000 barrels per day in [anuzry,
4 significant decrease from the
Decernber W2 production increase
of about 55,000 bpd,

The intermaticeal ol cartel which
stated thas in s Februany Monthly
Ol Market Feport (MOME), noted
that Migeria's dalked 1235 bpd n
thee firsk month of the vear, wiile
it succeecled in raising production
o 1258 mullion bpd m Jamuaary,
according to sef-reported dat,

But #f stabeed that o socondary
souces wene covsiclesed, production
in Nigeria increased by 65000 bpd
in e month under rebenence, with
133 million bpd cutput compared
to 1.27 million bpd the previous
monith,

OMEC pets its production figuees
mamly from b soumes, erther
as meported directly by member
conmiries or by informiation relesed
b sevondary enengy mielligpence
platforms

In peneral, crude oil producton
from all 13 OPEC :mnnt'u.-n- slid bny

49000 by iy Jarvaary o Deverihes
as top producer Sacdi Arabia slashed
output by 15600 bpd from the last
month of kast vear to average 2858

million l'? %

Sauci Arbia, the bigrest prochucer
and de facto leader of the carted,
mmped 10319 mullion bpd in
}.ml.u’:r}'. down by 156000 bpd
month on month, od mone than
T by bcdiowwy it cpuacety of 10478
million bpd

This was despite the OPEC+
agreement, set ot at the Ociober
mieeting and valid from November
22 through December 2023, or
until OPEC+ decides otherwise.

A Bloomberg survey found earfier
this monit that CFECs aude oi

whachion fell in farnvacy due o cuts
v Sauchi Arabia which may have
been stevper than the Kingdom's
quida.

Saudi Arabia, however, self-
reporbed o OPEC that s cruade oi
iectuction averaged 10453 million

1 in [anuary, up by 17,000 bpd
from December

Acconding o OPEC's secondary
sonoes, Migeria and Angola boosted
their procuction the moeet, by 65000
bpd and 47000 bpd, respectively.
F}EI.[ these procducers wene among

the biggest lapeands in ther OPFEC+
targels as they continued o pump
well bebow their quotas

The 10 OFEC members that ane
part of the COFEC+ collective tanget
procuction were esiimated fo have
proched arouecd SARN by bekow
the Jameary tanmet, per a Reuters
survey eardier

But going forward, OPEC and
OFEC+ do not plan b dumge the
course in ol production targets after
R announoed last week 2 S0
bped cuk i is outpat for March

On the Nigerian  economy,
OPEC stated that following a Gioss
Dromestic Product (GOP) growth of
L4 per cent v=oev i 302, 3022 data
indicated that Wisena's economy
faced & sharp nse o inflabon,
accompanied by higher inbenest
rates and slowmg prvabesechor
o, heding o a sovedown
in houschold corsumpbion

" The inflabon rade rermained
almost uncharged at 213 per cent
vy, after it had acoelerated o its
highiest level in 17 vears in December,
peaching 21.5 per dend yv-ory This has
been driven by localised food and
fued shiortages. The rate showed a
constantiy nsing trend for most of
the vear,” OPEC added.

- Maswmule, o E'II"I.'I!'- il vestocday
atter the Ulnited States govemment
said it would nelease move crude
o its Strategic Petnoleurn Reserve
(SR} as mandated by lawmakers,
defying expecations from some
traders that the release could be
cancelled or delayed.

Brent crade futurnes, Migenia's
oil berchmark, fell by 20 cents, or
(81 per cont, 1058591 per bamel af
sorne pomnt, while TS crode fubunes
hied] by 93 conds, or 116 per ant, o
S0 per barnid,

The Us Departmwent of Enenzy
il)‘..‘.llfi saic after the posvious session
ended that it would sell 26 million
barreks of cil from the SR, a release
that would likely push the reserve
b ks onvvest bovel sance 1963, Reubers
repartid.

The US had considenad cancelimg
thex Feal vear A3 sabe affer Presacknd
Jie Biden's admaristrabion Last yvear
sohd & mooed 150 illion barmeds from
the veserve. Baif that would have
recyunned Congress i act fo change
the mandae,

Supply concems also eased
after  the Enengy  Infommation
Adimiristration (ELA) sad it expected
record Manch produsction from the
seven bigeest LIS shale basins,



WE APPRECIATE YOU...

L-R: Former Corps Marshal, Federal Road Safety
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~

Gen, Halidu

Hananiya (rtd]: former Chairman, Senate Services Committee, Sen. Abubakar Girei; President & Chairman, Governing Council, Chartered

Institute of Forensics and Certified Fraud Investigators of Nigeria (CIFCFIN), Dr. liyasu Gashinbaki; Secretary to the Government of the Federation, Bass Mustapha, and former Military Administrator of Plateau State, Gen.
Aﬁyul'-’.ama{m:lldlng an appreciation cocktail organised by CIFCFIN in Abuja...recently

Gunmen Kidnap 15 NYSC Members in Anambra

David-Chyddy Eleke in Awka

Giummen yesterday kidnapped
15 members of the MNabonal
Youth Service Corpsi NYSC)
in Anambra State,

The corps members were
abducted by the hoodhims
at a filling station in hiala, in
the Ihiala Local Covernment
Area of the Anambra State,

It was pathenad that the corps
members had just completed
their three-week orientation
programme in mo State, and
were ravelling o Lagos when
they were abducted.

“They hijacked their vehicle
and diveerted it o ibseke [hiala-

Orlu way where the
gwmm them hostage,”
a sounce sakd.

Reacting to the incident, the
Anambra State Police Public
Relations Officer (PPROY), DSP
Tochukwu  Tkenga, however
said the corps members have
been released, through the
efforts of snljm operatives,

He said: “Anambra State
Police Operatives, by 11:15
am toclay] Tuesday) 14272023
responding t a distress call
along  lsseke, [hiala  road,
rescued unhurt 15 abducted
Corps members from WNYSC
Orientation Camp  Eziama-
Obaire, Nkwerre, LGA, Imo

Ikpako-Ajoki Road: Edo Gov to Treat
Pmtesm{g Farmers as Criminals

Adibe Emenyonu in Benin
City

The Edo State Goverriment has
declared that it would treat
members of Evbuorokhuo
community as criminals for
Erewr'rhnj., Renvoon Construction

ompany (ROC) handling the
lkpako-Ajokd Road project from
Lam'mg out its duty

On February 9, X122, the
state govemnment, the Nigerian
Matioral Petroleurn Corporation
I in-'iih:n“ibEIIITNNTE'}, E’rﬂErm G
and o partners, fla
the 167 kilometre ﬂ;ﬁﬁﬁm
Road project that cut across
Cwia Morth-East and Tkpoba-
Okha Local Government Areas
of the state.

The Edo Sate (.:n{'ﬂmnr

Mr Godwin Obaseki, said
that the road project would
open up the communities to
eqmnomic development becouse
of its proximity to the plarned
Benin Seaport in Gelegele,

Investigation,  however,
revealxd that some farmers
said to be from Evbuorkhuo
village, in Cwvia North-East LGA
of the state, are preventing the
construction company from
carrying oul its work over
alleged  encroachment  and
damage o their farm crops.

The action of the aggrieved
farmers reportedly stopped
the construction company
from continuing its  stone
dressing work because of their
demand for compensation for
the alle gmj damagu

‘Political Parties Manifestoes
are not Gender Sﬁpemflc

Ugo Aliogo

Ahead of the forthooming
netal elections, the Country
irector, Plan  Infernational

Migeria, Charles Usie, has

stated  that  political  party

manifestoes are not reflective
enough of gender specific or
chitd development-focused

issLes,

According to him,  their
analysis  of the parties
manifestoes based on the

four pillars of development;
protection,  survival  and
participation  revealed this
reality,

He abso noted that a particular
caqe in point was the ngection
of the gender equality bills by
the Mational Assembly which

drew global atterition o Nigeria
and gave rise o protests.

Ina statement made available
to THISDAY, the organisation
frowmned at the poor reflection
of girls and women issues in
the manifestoes of political
parties ahead of the 2023
general elections.

“The results of a survey
carried out by the o hnn
published in a blll(:n pa
indicaled that :h'_' the
that women mn:.tjtu{u 49 4;
per cent of the Nigerian
population, and 4? per
cent of registerad voters,
issues relating to them are
completely absent in many
parties’ manifestoes  and
where they are mentioned.
They appﬂl‘:r as footnotes.

Stake,

“Information meveals that
the Corps members finished
their three wieeks of orientation
programmes today( Tuesday)
and were en moute o Idgl.m
betome  their  vehicle  was

intercepted at total junction
Thiala by vet-to-be- unidentified
armeed men in unmearked white
Towota Hilu,

Theirjcorps members’)
vehicle was diverted fo sseke,
Ihiala-COirle t'x];'ITL"i!-\h‘-l'f' where

the: gunmen them hostagze.
Theglarmed rlﬁgtn noticed HIE;'
are being followed by Police
operatives  abandoned  the
corpers and zoomed off with
the Tinota Hiace bus with Reg
Mos: EFE 353 YE convey 111;.)

the o

rl-l]-:‘(\[’F!li_'fll said the corps
members had been debriefed
by police operatives  and
necessary arrangements had
bexn p:'ﬂu‘ml o comviey them
brack to their destinations.

Stakeholders Demand Amendment of PIA for Cnnnnalising Host Communities

Blessing lhunge i Fort Harcourt hazad, contributing 1o the air at the medting, ool out i shorchange the N
poesrry for Al rillion inbebitarts r:&ud:w[)ﬁatrlf‘-"d-*'ﬂw Paypie, Dl people ard wondened w}ﬁr
Skcholds in the MNiger D hine of the Niger Dl region. Mre Ken Heshow, wondensd  dietermines the operating ast of an
aalied o the mmedisle amendiment T|1.=|.i:r|'£rd wismadeatatwn  how unamed members of host ol Ty
of the Petmdeyem Inchisty A AT, hall on “The Petmleum  commumities would be able aw zaid: “Thae & no
saying that the Act only Giminalises.— Inchustny ActFLA) ARL Challerges protect ail installations fomamed. whene 1h: ol majors have pre-
hoet conreribes and seefhomas . of  Bwimnmenil Poluion 1 oiiminals and vandals, whemas inforned their host commumities
sbyartsof ol and ges mfwsrochme, Nigeria's Delta Comnonities”  MNSCIOC, JTF and other anned thatt they ae divesting, The Pl
The stakehwdden: also negrvtta.’t o] ]‘.r\ Soadal [lhxﬂle'l.ﬂ :uin'i:h' o b Baabecd for over orimiiraliees ofl covmemunities, if we
that gas aring in the PIA & seen Tl‘rb.ﬂrﬁ.t‘:(_trm Socil Action) in ) vears accept the TTA then we ane saying
as economic koss and not a health Pt Harcourt. He explained that the PIA is  that we are aiminaks.”

PDP-AttaakonOur[eadem,S

'I'I'-e Lagos State chapster of the

sk Dermaxcratic rim (PO
an?ﬂ:e JandordFumke Cﬂmpaug'l
Counal have vinwed b.1£etm
the Directorate of State Security
{55 and other seoumty agencies
ovier the umabated attacks on
their suppodters by hoodlums
inL agos.

Katsina Withdraws N11bn Suit against

The party said it would not
succumbe o mbimidation and
harassment of ils supporters,
saying those found guilty would
not g0 seok-free,

The Publicity Secretary of the
PCH™ in s siafe, Wi Hakean
Amode, Director of Strategy of
the JandorFunke Campaign
Council, Hon, Nivi Adam, a
oo L1-|.1|.|1'l.' Chairman of the

rty, Chief Cla Apena, am
Erg'u."rﬁ said these in Lages 1\'!‘?1%
ieding the press on the situation.
They disclosed that a video
had emerged of some DI
wters calling  for help
appealing to the security
agencies to come to their aid,
saying their lives were being
threatened for supporting the
FDIM on Lagos Iskand.

Francis SardaunainKatsing Court, ke Juestice Thrhirn Maikerbs Baka,

The State Director of Public  at the State ”iih Court 3 in 2H6
The Katsina Stale Covemmenthas Prosecution, Mre Abdulmbman for alleged o = of crirminal
withdrawn NI bilion cwmuption. Umar, disdosed fojoumalists on breach of trust, forgeny; abuse of
suit it filed against the state’s  Monday nightal the Govemment  office and conversion of public
former Governor, Me Teahim House that the suit against the  funds to the tune of over N11
Shehu Sherma, and the fommer fwodedendants has bewiihdmwn billion while he was governor

Chairman of the Association of
Local Goverriments of MNigeria
(ALGOMN), Mr Ibrahim Lawal
Darkaba, before the State High

Followirg a MNolle Prosqui filed
by the state govemment befone
the court on Monday,

Shema was arrmp‘ufd before

of fhe state.

These jomed i the suit wene
the former Commissioner for
Ligal Gevemment and Chieflaney

in Lagos Continues

Following the attack, a team
from the staie working commities
of the PP and the campaizn
team of beann of its candlidate,
Abcul-Acees Olajice Adediran
FE“EI a solidarity visit o Ole-

v amea of Lagos lsland o
wmrﬂliwe with the vicims and
asgune them of their safety and
sevurity ahead of the forthooming
election.

Fx-Gov Shema, ALGON Chairman

Adfars, M Sari Hanso Makema
and former Penmarnent Secnetary
of the Ministry, Mr. Lawai Rufai,
But Shema, who sened
the stale on the platform of
the Peoples” Democratic Party
(PDP) between 2007 and 2015,
plecded not gilty o all the
charges leveled  against him
by Govemnor Aminu Bello
Masarided hnn‘emnumt

Amnesty: [jaw Monarchs Task Ndiomu to Work with Critical Stakeholders

Sytvester ldowin\\ari

aw iradlitional nulers have taskad

e inderim cooidinator t:l I:he
Presicdential Ammesty P
(PAP) Major General |3ﬂm
Mo (i) o wiodk with aitical
stakeholders imwvands adhieving the
cbjpctives for u’r‘u:l'ilitrpq;t.\m

wias pstablisl

Being fom an  enlanged
traditional mulers  stakebx
recting with the PAP coondinalor
in Warri, the roval fxthers apeed
thet all differeroes betvween the AP
office amd akebolders be nesoboed
amicably without esod o petiions
and orchestrated blackmail.

Acoording o a comim
isstied \m:n:l:w and qg;ﬁ'i

His Majesty D j{r:q:lh Tirmivan,
Torbobo 1, the Ebnanawe of

‘fhﬂ kingdom and dhaimman
of Delta flaw raditional mlers

forum and  coondiradon,  His
Mapsty Obukowho "kTI:'I:"H.i:'I}
Whskey; pewarmount nuder of karbe
kingrom, seartary of the fomam,
thie rowal fathers passed a vote of

on the PAP coondinaton:

fom an en d
tradibonal  nulers  stakeholc
meeting  with  the  interim
coondivator of the PAR Major
Careral Bary MNefior (ricl), i was
agroec] that all differences bebaemn
PAT office and stakeholders be
resobvid amicably without resort
to petitions and an orchestrated
bladkarail

“ Arisin

Osun Gov Restates Cnmnutment to Civil Servants” Welfare

YinkaKolawolein Csogho

The Govermor of Os=sun - State,
Senator Ademola Adedeke,
yestevclay st his comanitment
o the welfare and wellbeing of
civil and public servants in € aun
State.

Addodear, who was iepresented
by the Secretary to the State
(_-:m'rnn‘l_mt Hon.  Teslim

alaye, at the 2125 Valentine

v celebration, meaffirmed his
sohdarity and “the support of our
administration for the wellbeing
and welfare of our hardworking

civil servanis.

He said: “Worldwide, h‘u‘iﬂ}
s marked in remembrance of
sacrifice of Jove, brotherhood
and fratemity among humanity.
The symbolism of the day is the
imperative of love, sharing, caring
and supporting each other for

the collective good of the sociedy:
“Todday is, therefore, a call on
Teachers 1 be peopleoniented and
fowr fhe fodkonwers fo be supportive
of the leadership. Our gather
i in effect a reaffimmation of our
fint nesolution b act only in
commmunal inberest,
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FEELING THE PULSE OF THE DIPLOMATIC COMI:lUNITY...

Governor, Central Bank of Nigeria, Mr Godwin Emefiele (left) and Minister of State, Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Zubainu Dada, during the parley with members of the Diplomatic Community in Abuja .. yesterday

Woman Flees with Children Over
Circumscision, Ritual Rites

The families of Mrs Jikiemi
Odunayomide Ayedun and
that of her husband [ikiem
Olaohrwa Olusola have been
throswm indo confusion following
the sudden disappearance of the
mother of three and her children
over s surrounding the
circumcision of her
daughters and performance
of f.arm['l,f ritual on her male
child.
ltwas that the Ogun
State-based socialite had
S with her hushand
family when she visited them in
!'.bmlu.uta recently over an issue
sorclering on the circumcision of
lw children, Jikiemi Favour
Omowonuola, and Jikiemi
Marvelous Kristi Tofunmi
and the performance of
ritual on her son, Jikiemi
Rehoboth Olakanmi,
Sources said, Jikiemi
Odunayomide Ayedun, who
suffered untold rauma over
same issue when she was 12,
vowed that whenshe growsold,
gels mamied, and had fﬂna.lu
children, none would
similar crude uncouth tradition
called Female Genital
Mutilation (FGM).
Asoumoe from her hometonam,
said her parents and sibli
including extended family
members are confusad m-trher

&‘dmr:im h

nnegmr'gﬂwugh

It was also learnt that a
dedegation sentto their Abeokuta
home,at = MNod, OhugideSomoha

streetoff Onikoko Adigbe
mad , thara Abeclata  where
she, her children and hushend
live, said those at the compound
said fikiemi Odunayomide
Ayedun, and her family
has vacated the premises
to unknown destination,

Thissudden disappearance, it
was gathered, had been
reported tothe OgunState Police
Command as e
and the police are aln‘ad!.-
working on leads that unravel
theirwhereabouts.

"We are shocked that Jikiemi
Odunayomide Ayedun, could
just disappear like that with her
children to an unknown
destination without a due as o
whereshe is. That shecanjust go
missing and all her lines

i off is frightening,
We have sent messages to
the family of her husband
and they too are saying the
same thing,

They even said they can't
reach their own son. So, wehave

to the police toassist us,
Were they kidnapped, havethey
been killed? We are confused)”
thesourceadded.

However, the husband
family source who for
ancryrmity said Jikiemni
Odunayomide Avedun, and
her two daughters and one son
visiked the husband family in
October during a traditional
festival mthetowmn, the mother
in-law, Abeni Jikiemi
compelled that the issue
of having her daughters

circumcised while her
son, mustalso perform some
rituals must be done as soon
as possiblethe situation
generated a lot of disputes
which has been established
long time ago even before
their annual traditional
festival because she
vehemently opposed it,
adding that she may have
fled Lagos State or even the
country to evade the rite of
circumcision which he
claimed was sacrosanct in
their family.

He saick We are as oonfused a5
her family becase even our own
sonywecanmotreach him, Wedon't
boww whene they are Someof our
irrlmwscarme heve o el us that they
cannotreach thetr andwe
nld them the same that we too
cannot reach our son.
Evervbody & confused, But ore
thing qu:E coming o my mind
and that 5 the n
m*l'l;:‘lwlmhjpalxmid
our tractitional festival; and that is

You know, inourfamily and as
a matter of fact, the entire
commmumity, ciroumcision of both
males and fermales i a rike that
must be performed on the
childiren B, IEmhe omen
would befall us, The fernales,
especially, must undergo such
rites, while the males must

wwform some rituals which
we call 'Oro Idile” otherwise
they cannot be married out. In
short, a female child is
deemed

incomplete and cannot
be referred to as such
except she is circumcised,
while a male child also
muﬁtﬁg!thmugh theritual.

is what we disoussed
with ourr wile when she visited
with her dhikdren. | think ane is
bom on  Xth September, 2008,
another one on 23nd March |,
211, while the last one was bom
on7thAugust 4114,

"But you see children of these
days, because of too much
education and thy
now call Gm]mhzamngsm
Genital Mutilation (FGM). To
therm our radition and
culture of crcumdision & cude
andoutdated",

"We cannot abandon what
wenherited fromour

forefathers. There are reasons
why they circumgcise female
children . Apart from
promniscuity, a circurmcised i
child s deemed completeand fit
for s and would bring
happiness both to her
immediate,

S0, [ am thinking, | may be
wrong; that Mrs Jikiemi
Odunayvomide Ayedun and
her children and her hushand,
our son, have relocated from
Lagpes toanother state and have
changed their numbers
because Mrs Jikiemi
Odunayvomide Ayedun
doesn't want her two
daughters and a son to
pass through that rite,

Who knows, they may have
evenrelocated outofthe

country because of that
lar issueofcircumcision.
by be on the safe side, we
have reported their
arance o the police
Lx'JHE‘TT keep on pmy'Pn for
“ he . He added
thdt before the ugly incident,
our irelaw comy Jikdem
Olaoluwa Olusola and the
ultimatum given to him
for the circumcision is
between October 2022
and March 2023, Though
the issue of FGM has being a
b dispute between Jikiem
uwa Olsola and his in
s Wedon'tkanowwhat todo
now because that ultimatum
which he must do the FGM i
between October 2022 and
Manch, 0125,

Court to Hear Final Forfeiture of Patience
]onathan’s $5.8m, N2.4bn On March 28

High Court, in Lagos, yesterday
fixed March 28, 2023, for the
commencement of hearing on
the finnd forfedture application of
the sum of $5.8 million and N2,
421, 953, 522. 78 billion,
allegedly belonging to
former first lady, Dame
Patience Jonathan.

The judge fixed the date, after
ruling on the arguments
camvassed by counsel o parties in
the suit, OnApril 26, 200 7, Justice

Majisola Olatoregun, now
redired, had grinted an ex parte
application for the interim
forfeiture of the said sums
filed by the Economic and
Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC).

The judge also ordered that
the said amount warchoused
by the defunct Skye Bank
{now Polaris) and Ecobank
Migena Ple, be forfoited i the
mterim. However, the order was
vigorously challenged up 1o

Supreme Court, but the apex
court ordered that the lower
court should continue with the
hearing of the matter. Upon
Justice Olatoregun’'s
retirement, the suit was
transferred to Justice
{Professor) Chuka Obozor,

B ut before Justice Obiozor
could preside over the matter,
he was transferred to another
jurisdiction of the court,
consequently, the matter was
intheried by Justice Ringim,
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NORARY DOCTORATE DEGREE...

L-R: Ex-footballer, Chief Segun Odegbami; Chairman, Body of Benchers, Chief Wole Olanipekun, and Chairman /CEQ, The Address Homes, Dr. Olabisi Onasanya, at the 7th Convocation ceremony of the Federal
University, Oye-Ekiti (FUDYE) held at Oye-Ekiti.. .recently

litary

ary Moves to Secure Nation's
Territory Ahead of Elections

®Army chief directs GOCs to ensure conducive, secure atmosphere ®@Navy mounts surveillance in waterways

AIRpEey Hwamah in A2

Military service chiefs, yesterday,
began moves to maintain the
territorial inbegrity of the country
ahead of the Febnory 25 and March
11 general election. In furtherance
of thes obwective, Chief Army Staff,
Lt Gen Faruk Yahaya, directed all
General Officers Commanding
(GOCs) and  other  formabion
commanders of the Nigenan
Army (MA) fo ensune conducve
and secune atmosphene in their
Areas of Resporsibility (AOR)
for the successful conduct of the
coming 2023 elections.

Handing down similar orders,
Chief of the Naval Staff, Vice
Admiral Awwal Gambao, charged
navy commanders o embark on
sustained surveillance of Nigerian
waterways to forestall breakadown
of lenw i the maritinee erwironment
before, during, and after dections

The army chief issued the
directive while formally flagging
off Operation Safe Conduict n a
Nigerian Army  Divisions  and
formations across the country,

Yahaya reiterated the sesolve
of the Wigerian Ammy o stricily
acdhere fo its constitutional mde by
supmoiing the Ninera Polio, which
s the bead secunty agency in the
123 pdections security anchibochume.

e chimged the commumalers to
idlentify ared dominate flashipoints
in their ACHRS, adding that mops
st be alert, proactive and opemte
jointly with sister services and
other secunfv agencies during
the elections,

The COAS dimected the
comimanders to deploy requisite
legistics o ensume security and
safety of citizens during the
elections, He urged them o
be professional, apolitical and
adhene strictly 1o extant code of
concluct and Rulis of Engagemit
guidding persovmed thnowghout their
operatons

Warning that any imfraction
on the provisions of the code of
conduct would not be treated
Eif;hfh_.'. he mamtaimed  that all

eplovments nast be joint and
in support of e Migeria Police.
IHe thﬂ'nul that all eves wene on
the security agencies, and that the

cittaens expected nothing short of
free and fur elechons,

T¥ou must, therefore, refrain
from hobnobbing with political
gladiotors and  mamtam  your
apolitical stance,” Yahaya stated.

The COAS had recenthy, inoan
effort to ensure that the laws of
the land and personal liberties
and rights of dtizens were not
comproanised,  approved  the
Code of Conduct and Rules of
Engagement for Migerian Amy
personne] churing Operation Safe
“onduct 2023

The Migerian Navy also began
surveillanoe and mtelieenoedriven
operations across the country’s
maritime  eowvironment  and
waterivays,

Camby, who charged navy
commanders  to  embark  on
sustard survedllance, explaimed
thatt the operations wene o fonesstall
the breakdosen of Ly in e
martime ervvironment  befone,
churingz, and after elections.

He sad fachbes of the
Independent MNational Electoral
Commisson (INEC) as well as
atwens in the mantime emamnment
mst be secured agaimst aftacks
He added that an intelligence brief

wis oiven o the commancders to
enablie them IH.FLtﬂH.']}' tackle the
challenges abead.

Yahava stated, “The elechon
scheduled to hold in 11 davs’
time, is staring at us. Therefone,
mim{uﬂh: preparations are ey

o the overall outcome of the
election. We are all aware of
the dynamics of the security ol
our political environment and,
therefore, contiual reappraisal
and achjustment whee necessary,
particularty on stratepies and bacics,

notwithstanding, the intelligence
brief received today.”

In his own remarks, the naval
b s, “Thae brief should help
us o speed up our ehorts o the
ETTHETEIITE chafler s and spur us
mibey achon for a successful 2023

electioms.

“Yin ane o ereame that personne]
embark on_ infelligence-lad
operations before, during, and
arter elections so that law-abiding
Migerans would  have the
confidence to vote,"

FG at Advanced Stage of Repossessing
Hundreds of Artefacts from UK, US

Dlawale Ajimotokan in Abuja

The federal govenment yestenday
said it was at advantaged stage o
sevune the repatriation of hundreds
of loobed antiquites o Nigeria
from the Umibed Kingdom and
United Stales

Minister of Information and
Culture, Alhag Lai Moharmmed
desclosed thas in Abuga, ot the fimal
session of the PMVB Admimistration
Soomecard Series 2005 2023

Fe said Migeria is cumently in
the torefront of global efforts on
the mepatriation of antiquities to

ther coumtries of origin.

He sasd sormwe of the artefcts to
be mestituted are with Pt Rivers
Museum of the University of
Orefiord, the Ashmiolean Museum
of the University of Oxford, the
Museum of Archaeclogy and
.-Hnl]‘utq:mkv,.%-' of the Univessity of
Cambndge, Glasgow City Coundl
in Sootland, Nahonal Museums
of Scotland, Hulls Museurns and
other institubions in the United
Kingdom i

e noted that hordes of
antiquities are also held in several
institutions in the United States,

ncluding Dartmouth University,
Feld Museum of Chicago and
Matural History  Museum in
Washimgton, DC,

Mohammed said the move to
restitute the remaining antiquities
held in the LK and US followed
the success by the country in the
recovery of hundreds of looted
artefacts, mchuding the 1,130 Benin
Bronzes that Germany had begun
to retum in Decernber last vear.

He said the federal government
had also started the prooess of
increasing the mimber of nataoinal
LTS i the country cunrently

Protests against EFCC Chair Sponsored, Says Commission

Kingsley Nwezeh in Abuja

The Bconomic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC),
vesterday, rased the alamm
that there was a sponsored
campaign against its chairman,
Abdulrasheed Bawa, by some
people under investigation by
the agency,

It s the imnamed mndivichuaks
e behind the protests by Civil
Society Chganisations (C50s) call
iy for the sack of twe chainman.,

e alarm came a5 probests
for the rermanval and armest of the
EFCC boss from office entensd
day three on Monday,

At a media briefing in Abuja,
spokesman of the  anti-graft
agency, Wilson Lhaujaren, said
the groups wene sponsored by
those under investigation by

ERCC.

e ERCC wighis o mise e
alarm about the activibies of an
amorphous group of so-called
civil society ongansations, whio
have recently embarked on a
campaign o discredit the person
of the Chairman of the EFCC,
Abdulrasheed Bawa and mcite
the |;|lu1'~1i-: amamst the commisson.

“The group, through press
conferences and staged street
profests, have been calling for
the sack of the EFCC Chairmman
for alleped  discbedience of
court orders. They claim they
are motivabed by the need o
strempthen the “fight against
corruption,” he said.

Uwugaien further noted  that
contrary o the clames, the EFCC
caicd the growp m question hacd
no irherest mthe Ji!.;hl: against

cormuption, adding that  their
albusaon o disobedenoe of court
orclers by the EFCC dhairman
was an alibi b manipulate facts
arcungd judhicial pronouncerents
and processes o pitch the palidic
agamst the commission,

His words: “Inforrmation avail-
able to the commmission incdicates
that the proup is sponsored by
persons under investigation by
the commission and have been
mobilised and mandated by
their paymaster i embarrass the
person of the chairman through
choreographed street protests
acreess the country, until he is
removed from office.

“It &= sipnificant that this proup
found ils voice after the ERC
Launched an imvestigation indo the
rmindiess booting of e sy of
o of Hhe sk, This same pioup

shouted that the commission
lacked the power bo inveslipate
the theft of the state's resouroes.

Their latest danee o the
mrarket scuane came a few hours
after family members of a sitting
stabe govermor wene a1l’.|'|1ij;l1.i'£
at an Abuja court for allegedly
stealig the stafe’s funds,” he saad.

The anti-graft agency therefone
a}:lpe-alw] o the “public to
disregand the campangn by the
;i.nu,lp-. as they do not represent
thee &musnu mterest of millions
of Migenians, who are desirous
of seeing progress in the fight
aainst l.'Ur'I'LIP[lUJ"I-

“The spectre of rented orovwd,
rerited :g:h etcetera are blights
in our social fbric and maniest
dernonstration of how desp-seated
corruption has permeated every
sector OF our society

at 63, by dedaring 111 historical
safes as nahonal monuments, He
sakd the declarabion was awaiting
presidential assent.

Also the exhibition galleries
in Abubakar Tafawa Balewa
Mausoleum, Banchi, the Mational
Musewm of Colonial History, the
Meational Museums i Lagos,
Ibadan, Esie. Yola, Abeokuta,
Mvlaichuga, Ovo, Minna, Diamatur,
Asaba, Kok, Jalingn aind also i the
(Nd Residency Musewum, Calabar
restoration have been uperaded
while covservabon wok has bom
dome in the MNational Museums in
Kaduna, Enugu and Ife,

Thee marister saicl the mimastry
had achieved s olgechve of
kmmchmgr the PWVIB Admimistrabion
Scorecands  Semes  (205-30123),
whach was to massively showvcase
the achievernents of the Buharn
Admanistration.

He said his mimistry woulkd soon
laumch a senes of multi-dimersonal
activities to further shovvcase the
achievernents of the administration.

He expressed delight that the
massive achievements showcased
during, the scorecard series had
put a lie o the mischiefl of the
polifical opposition that the Buhar
Administration  had  achieved
nothing,

“The nefrain from the opypositon,
o by e famch of |'.'|"I.i.'~1.';l.'l.:llt.‘|.1'll'd
=enes, was that the APC and the
Buhan Adrransstrabon hanve nothing
o campaign with in the run-up
ty the 123 preneral elections. But
we have prowen them wrong, ok
oy oy wee have achieverments to
campaipn with, we ane spanlt for
L']1:1£'.'Ph-[{ﬂ1.;1mmn'] ﬁ.-::Ei
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BUHARI RALLIES IMO FOR TINUBU...

Lagos State Governor, Mr Babajide Samwo-Olu; President Muhammadu Buhari; APC Presidential Candidate, Asiwaju Bola Tinubu and the Party's National Chairman, Senator Abdulahi Adamu, during the APC
presidential rally in Owerri, Imo State .. yesterday

TAJBank Becomes First Corporate

to Li

TAJBank Limited, Nigena's fast-
growing  nom-inderest  banking,
services provider, yisternday, on
the racing flooe of the Migerian
Exchanme Limated (NCaX) becamse
Hwe firet corpomate i s Sudaik: Bood
on e boairse.

The bank lisked W10 billion
Mudarabah Sukuk issuance after
it successiully raised over N114
illion under its N0 Billion Subauk
Essuance Programme,

Osinbg'o

Commi

Deji Elumaoye in Abuja

The Viee President, Prof Yemi
Ceinbajo has  inaugurated — the
Frhﬁ'l'h'q.:ﬂmdtwui: s Tatonal
le':llwl Flan (2021 - 2025),

Sperkany: vesterclay at fhe manm-
tion ol the Z5-man comumittee al the
State Hiowesee, A, fhe vioe presiciont
said the Steering Emlmﬂ{:l Wits
n.\ﬂjiim:l b pronide e necessary
policy guidanee and beadership for
effective nd sucoesshul implementa-
tion of e plan

He sl the aim of the comamittes:
was o lay a solid loundaton for
a Strong » that wonl drve an
offective enphrmeniytion and prodiace
A prospencus country:

Acconding to him, the overall
am of establishing the Nabonal
Stoering Commuitiee (NoC) and the
Developrent Plan Inplermentation
Linit {TIPILT) wars do Ly the foumda-
tion for @ strong institutional base,
structunes and systems that would
drive and ensun efficint and effuc-
tive implementation of the e
in the Mational Development Flan
21 = AR5, twwvands buldmg a
PrOSperoUS country:

Presichont Mt enmimacy Bubed had
laumched the National Development
Plany on the 22 of December, X121

The vice president ackded: "It is a
testarment o the determination and
cormmitment of the gowvernment o

wiche fhe e potitical waill and

ip o effective implemengation
of e e nabicaal divelopment
plan”

The first of s kind in Migeria is
an Additonal Tier | Capital Muda-
rabxah Spkuk with kss-absorbency
festuares desigmed o bolp TA] Bask
stnengrthen ibs capbal sdeguacy ratio
ard general comporate Business
activities

The lssuance received intenest
from both Fetail and Irstitutional
Irrvestons, resulling in a subscription
of 1136, The oversubscription of
fe wsance demonstrated that the
investment cultune in the country
ws shill vilsrant and et thene was

Inau
for

He added that the Committee
was a national assmment wi
iretitutional membership and cutlives
an adrminsstratmon

“Indeed, this particutar National
Steering Commuatiee will in a few
mionths hand over b0 a new admin-
sdration. This calls for dedication and
hard work ko lay a solid foundation
i the mebatively short time left)” he

a poanted out thast, Ve
1'|.m'.'u'd.ﬁx}-xa‘c\ia_'ral m\mmg‘lt E’:
defermined o make 3 parcligm
shift by ensurmg that agenioes
ang mstitations make netessany
commitments  and  account  for
the Jevel of mplementation of

FORTANITGS A r['lmiu.u;ls 'r'i.'-tllhiil'l

ar respective sectors, especially
those that were admited mio the
Mational Development Plan, with
a view ko increasing and Bnproving
mirastruchure stock m Nigeria

“Wie may also recall that a pillar
of this govemmient’s commitments
1t recluce poverty by moving 100
!'I'Ilﬂll.l"llfp.’fpl{' out of poverty o the

ath of prospenity in 10 yeaes, by
end of MBI In this regand, NETP
A2 = U105 was designed o Lift 35
million people out of poverty and
;.;r_-mrf e abe 21 million jobs by thie end
of 2125,

Thee vice: presiciont bsteed the spuific
objectives of the committee, of which
b s Chenrrrn, a6 follives o include

i ensure efficient rnanagement
of the implementation process of the
P Ty mecduce bumesmmtic proceses
i the grvemance process; e grachually

sustaimed confidence in Nigeria's
path to ecomomic necovery and
stahility:

Speaking at the dosing mong
COTUTTINY 11 COMMmUTToertion
the lsting of Hwe Sukuk ssuance
o the foor of the Eulrmgr[.:. the
Chabrman, TAJBank, Alhagi Tanko
Gowamna who was with fop exear
fives of fhe bank, refterated that the
Tisting was the first of its kind on
the tracing floor and it came with
non-intenest bearing,

Pl et thist thae listirgg of the

fessiomalise planning functions
w capacity sustanabiliy: o besin
the process of irstihutonilisation of
the plan implementation within the
Minustry and other MDAs: i fadlisate
rmanpewer ceveiopment and ;I.i.l.t:l'
s m e Ptii: e v dmg
tha inpeentation of the plan, and o
exprose cooperation and ooondinabon
fonwards effective mmplementation of
nativnal development plans by all
MDAs,
Membership of the aommittoe in-
chucdes the vioe president as Chairmnarn

st Sukuk Bond on

ol Sl was what the capital
ﬁrﬂ# needs o enhance Ik]mt{u
andd further grow Nigera's econonmg

The TATBank boss deckeed that
the fnancial esfituton wis corsicier-
iy, imvesting in the manufacturing
ardd agriculiume sectors with rased
funds from the Subuk.

“Manufacturing, sedior is the
only sector that can take most of
the youth out of the sioet and bkeep
them engaed. Also, we ane funding
af,r'md\‘wr proctucticn and its valoe
i from start o firsh These two

ates 25-man Steering
ational Developm

ent Plan

Ilinéster of Stede, Budget and Nagonal
i 15 Wioe Chaimnen; Pemmarent
Secnetary, Budget and National Plar-
kg B0 serve a8 Sevnetany; siv Stabe
Covemnons {one Governor from each
opuotitical e (O af the Budgret
v of e Federatioe; CFO of the
Mationad Bueea of Satistios; Minsher
of Works & Housing: Minister of
Pewwerr ; Minister of Induestry, Trade
& Irvvestrmenit; Minster of Tranesport
aned Minister of Husanitarian Alire,
Disastor Management and Social
Development,

sectors are whene we wanted to
fumd the Subuk ssuance,” he said.

“The listing on the Exchange is
for irmvestors £ trade i the Sukuak
and civersehy ther imvestment,” be
acdded.

According b him, “We ane
setting the trend and I'm sure a
lat of conporates will come along,
Wi ae making more offerings
bocse the market 15 i need of
corporabe Sukuke

1t wies a rarspanmt exercee and
poople can rade with our Sukuk
and it will affer rmove Lauidity for
economic gnwth .

He added that the financial
institution very soon would be
back in the capital market and
raise mone funds.

Speakang also, the Managing
Do/ CHO, TAJBardk, e }'L‘un.iﬁ
Joda said the aim of the Subaik fst-
I, Wits o e Magenia’s imvestons
altemative means of investment.

He noted that, “Milliows of
investors have been yeaming for
norHnderest or fslamic instrurnent.
W befieve this is an opportunity for
therm fo st in sch an insnament.

“The funds ramed will be
deploved info high-impact sec-
tors that create jobs in Migeria's
economy and in that way, it will
have highrimpact opportunitices for
millions of Nigerians,

“] believe with this move; we

GX

have: inspimd meany other corporsdes
in the fimandial space o come on
boand and s Sukok for grester
developmient of our dear coumiry”

Spestking at the coremony, the
Dhivissoral Hiead, Capital Markets,
NGX, M Jude Chsemcka com-
mended the efforts of TajBank's
leadership and the parties to the
issuez Greemwich Merchant Bank,
Lead Esuing House: 117 Capital &
Buraq Capital, foint Sharia Advisers;
and United Capital, Brokers, on the
tramsaction.

UG will conbinue W support
isuers by providing a platfom of
choice for captal raismg and Enking
themn with a diverse pool of investons.

“The Exchange 15 albso commit-
tial to the development of kslamic
finamcirg: n the Migerian capital
ket and conbinees fo omplement
imshiatives o devpen its offerings”
headded, .

Commonly  referned 0 as
lslamic Bonds, Sukuk - a non-
inferest-bearing bond- has helped
government diversify ils sources
of funding while offering, ethical
investors an opparfunity bo invest
m goverrrnesitssed secuntes. The
irestrurend has not ony belped the
gonverimient achieve a higher level
of firancial inchsion but has served
a5 A reference foe pricing Sukuk
isswed by other bodies, espedally
the private sector.

NEC Okays Nigeria Agenda 2050 with 165m Jobs in the Offing

®Initiative captures

Deji Elumoyein Abuja
The MNational Feonomic Coyndl (WEC)

e o ibs emerpency session and
maiden meeting m 2023 yesterday
and endorsed the “Migeria Agenda
NAN desiened o kake the country
throngeh i Upper Middle-lncome
Country and subsequently o e
status of HigheIncome nation.

Aba meeting presided over by the
Vice Prxacknd, Prog vem Okanbag, at
e State Howese, Abua, the Agenca
2050 was presented by the Ministry
of Fmance, Budeet and MNational
Planning & Stake Governors and
other members of NEC, induding
Ministers.

Speaking after the presentation
m?rdim L'ii'n bv I{_'u.zmrnhﬁ
Ceanbajo, acoonding ko & stabement
issuec] by his media sssistant, Laolu
Akande, observed that the plan
caprtures a bot of the expectations for
Migeria in the futune and hopefully
implementabon which is ey if
effectively dope.

Alsty comamending on the Agenda,
b Mlimister of State for Budget and
Maticnal Plarmning, Prioe Clom Agha,
saxd the federal government fook
lE'IF'l‘l:'EI-.‘dL’_ﬂh.‘L']_‘:iTﬁ N EnsUTng
e operatonalisation of te plan,
especially willy the inausmirtion of the
Steering Committee of the MNational
Denvelopment Plan by the VT

Higghlizhts of the Migera Agenda
25T s presented i MNEC inchoded:

“Mieria Agenda AR s foemulsed
ainst the p of several subsist
ing development challenges in the

coumrtry: These chaliergses mobode ko
fragnle, and nonsinclusve comonmic
growth; high population growth
rate, pervasive insecurity, limited
diversification, macreconomic and
social metabaliby owe prochuctivity ancd
high innport dependence
“Nigeria aﬁ‘ﬂi} HAD i a per-
spective plan desigrned to tmnsfoom
e conmnty i an “Upper-Midcdie
Ircome Country”, with a significard
impaovement in per m'l.:im income,
“The plan aims 1o hally ergog:

nation’s future expectations, says Osinbajo

all ressouees, reduce poverty; achieve
sl a&d ::l:'ﬂ'l_l HTiC -ilamty._ it ﬂ::n

£5 developing o mechanesm for
mw-im a wmnbh: ernimoent
coresstent with global concems aboud
dlimate change.

“The plan thenefore presents the
mad map for acoclerabed, susthined
and M}ll-‘-l'i&ii growvth and provices
broad  framewords for reducng
urermpliyment, poverty, mecuality
aind human deprivation.”

According b0 the stakement,
Agenda 2050 was to help Nigenia
attain her desine o successfully o
the group of middie-inoome
conntries and subsequently o high-

TCOTTE: oL,
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Fitch: Nigeria to Face Post-election
Economic Policy Challenges

Emmanuel Addeh in Abuja

Migeria faces major economic
dﬁ%aﬁnﬂﬁf jore e on
February 25, and policy chowes by
the incommimgy admirnisrabion coukd
have a sigmaficant impact on the
oowriry's oot P, Fich Ratings
said vesterday:

It "stated that the Nigerian
E}L_amm Court's suspension of a
thruary 10 deadiine for evchanging,
old banknotes inte new eases,
at least temporarily, the risk of
intensifying cash shortages.

Hoveever, the demonetisition
drive, it said in a report, is shll
likely tor b disnsptive in the near
o, with assocised cosh shoraops
likeshy b bt covsurmer spending and
boost demand for fovetgn currency

and aggravating foreign-exchange

shortapes
“It s not vet dear whether
there will be offsetting knger-derm
cconormic benefits, such as greater
e of the formal banking syshem
o enbarced vse of digital pament
“The country faces numesous
other challenges ko its fiscal
sustainability, extermal finances and
econonmic outiook. We dovmeraded
Migena's rafing o ‘B from B
in Movember with a Stable
Outlook,  mfecting  continued
deteriomation in debt servicing aosts
o external liquidity,” Fikch sad.
The eatings agency stressed that
b case assumes fhat the subsidy
on petrol, 3 key on the public
Ewr:e-s, will be u-ce-qli _is'thﬁ'&z{
t phased out maone grachaally
in the gmt-rnmnfsjf:;:ﬂ briclet.

Wi amsider e next
administration & hkely o faoe
pressure o contiue it and
coneesions on this font ooudd make
comsolidating the public finances
muore diffioall.” the firm said.

Fitch explained that it expects
some improvernent in cruce oil
production o help offset kower
ol prices in 023,

5 tpuk 1nh-li_ghi_!?_1 :Il:'m qanldﬂqaé-

o cerit hugher thar m 3022,
.m:ﬁ[u‘ further in Jaruary fo 126
rmvillicn byped Bt vas still well bedow
Migpria's e 159 rillion bpd

for 2023 and its Oganisation of
Petroleum Exporting Countries

(OFEC) quota of 18 million bpd.

“This partly reflects security
i that we Believe will condirmse
by hamper production,”  Fitch
p-mntw.{m.lt_

Acconding to the ongarisation,
Migeria's fiscal profile wall remam
wieak in the medivim ferm while
general  govemment  intesest/
mevenise will be extremely rJt:J:Eh
(47 per cent in 2022 by Fitch's
estimale). )

“Wee expect it will remain so
given consfrainds on o nevenue
miohilisation, increasing debt and
high infenst cites. Sucturally lov
roneoil never, spendling pressunes
ancd weak cooramic growth imply
substantial fiscal financing needs.

“The government faces extermal
debt amaortisations of 2.5 billion in
both 203 an.gj A, and:n';mﬁem
recent yems, although the maority
is bilaferal and multilateral cebt
service,” Fitch noted

It revalled stating in Movernber
thirt imemessed financing corstrambs

or signs of difficulty in miceting
debt servicing costs could lead 0

n.c&hu't'e rating action

e povernment  last vear
confirmed  that  Migena  did
mot  intend o a debt

restructuring.  Fitch  does  not
consicer a restructuring or fomed
bt exchamge likedy i the mear
erm, but there is a risk the next
actmmistrtion coukd Blae a different
stance.

“In - Nowvember,  Filch  said
that signifimnt intensification of
Migenia’s external liquidiy prossures,
ilhistrated by a rapid dedine in
intermational reserves, could lead
fo negative rating acton.

P&?r b L;t‘ assumes that
miernational reserves will edge
down further and that foneign-
exchange licuuicity will memain

i"HESIDEHET: FG, CBN TO TAKE POSITION ON CURRENCY SWAP AFTER S'COURT DETERMINATION TODAY

Soday A A

The prosicency vestenday disclosd
that nesther the fecderd govemment
nor the Central Bank of Nigeria
(BN had taken a preemplive

oeiticn: on the legality of the old
I, NS00 and N1OOD notes in
view of the cse pendimg befone
the Supreme Court, which comes
up for hearing today:

Inva staterrent by il grokespersn,
Mallann Carba S, the presidercy
s e fecleral vermment's position
om Hhe comency swap would be
made public afier the determiration
of the suit

The statervent said, "Following
series of enguines, we wish (o state
that 1t is not tmwe that the federal
govemiment o the (_'BNul'Hi'- faken
d pre-em pirve: action on the ity
i |.‘I.I]'.I'I:I'IJ._-'}-' s a lyml fencer 511‘%?]'111'1.'
of the pendency of the case befone
the Supreme Court,

"The posation of the govermment
and the CBN wall be made known
upon the determination of the suit
coming up Wednesday”

The Supreme Court had in a
mufing an ary 8 s the
CEN's Fetmuary 10 chssclling o stop
the wse of old turmmey notes. The
bank had ondered cifizens & 5w
ot obed W1, 000, NS00, and N
bankrnoles o a redesioned cumency
by the deadline. But o,
rudings indn ex parke i b
three states - Zamfara, Kogi and
Kacuna - skt
bariing the ol robes pendig e
hearing and determination of the
e 1t foed Febmuary 15 for henring,

Govemor of CBN, Mr. Godwin
Emeficle, vestenday, said the a
bank had notioed that some palit
cians were buving the new IE?E[!}
NG and N1, (00 for political

I weas as & coalition _ul‘aLaTJﬁ;;dil
socety organisations (C50s)
vesterday at a press conference in
Abuija that 10 slate prvemion were
TnuprELrlg up the new naira notes
i carculation in order fo discredit
thee policy:

Addmessing  the  diplomatic
commurty me Abug, t&: CBMN
governor craved the support and
understancting of the i TR
ard Migenians, i general, towarnds
the implementation of the cashiess
policy and in achieving the pverall
ubjectives of the nam  edesgn
PROZEATY,

“The CBN has also noticed that
sone pokiticians anc Pyine e new
notes and stor ith

privwipal airm of
the currency B.’L‘lt‘.sij;‘u miflative was
i make m%}:}cﬂky clecisions
e efective, adding that nflation
has been tending downwands whilke
e evachargy: mahe his neomded sone
stabsility since the mnplementation
of the policy:

s sicd thee apex bank iemained
cowmumitied to ersuring a seambess,
michusrve, and exuitable oy
tkHr::FF l.'I:i m‘;ﬁ: ﬁmwﬁrli

it and groavth of s, the
fimancial E‘Ir'bE::tTl'l, and the economy
as a whole. :

He also said the programme
sought o incmese finandal ncla-
saom m the coumiry by rechucing: the

remtiber of the urbanked popubation.

 Emeficde noted that theme had been
five: reversals in the banks atternpt
w-mm and promicie firandal
inclusion since 2014, when he was
first appointed CEN govemon:. He
explained that the reversals were
bom out of the need (o deepen the
country’s paymient mfrstrocture,
adding that the payrment system
in Migeria is now among the best
st in the world,

He said, “So, we believe that
we have put in place enough
infrastruchure that would help us
altain or achieve a cashiiess poficy that
will be m line with global pracices.”

The CEN govemnor ol s aucli-
erve, “You are all fonsen dignitanie

st your coumines in Ny
arc] o ko and vou vwoukd agne
that the kevel at which people carmy
cash in Migeria is unag ;

“In your counines, you do not
carry cash anyhow: [f vou carry cash
ane you are s, you ane questioned
and profiled continuously.”

He added, “We want to look
at your ﬂ'ﬂ_l-l'll'!j';]' EIFI'.{ that mr;:hv
wiek are siving that Migeria, being
the: largest u{"'!c.’mn}' in Africa mﬁ
with thee langest poplation in Afria,
really met gocoellies Ard wee ane

ighted af the CBN that with the
suppirt of Presachnt Muhammachn
Buhari, we would achiove this.

""r'ﬁbhf_'u'Mj that qltl H'&'seu_mlnlt;."]al
5 H PNIEETIANS W 1] Ll
m ._..-,_1,.‘;]3'5] tempor: _i?pairsmd
we cll it rensent becuse they
wodd come with those kinds of
shocks; indeed, | must diesscribe this
shock as unprecedented.

“And that is why T would

BUHARI HAILS PATE ON APPOINTMENT AS GAVI CEO

Migeria and many parts of Africa
By increase acoess 1o vaocines to
Further mohoce the dishuriing kevels
of child mortality on e contment
ancl all ower the workd as his ob
riquines, Corgratulations, Nigeria
is prowd of your achievements.”

According o a report by Gavi
Mew Moedia vesterday, Pate would
be offically starting as CEO on
August 3, 2023,

3 dﬂﬂmtmﬁ a proven
global with experience
at the national and intematonal
levels, Pate would kad Gavi as it
comtrmes s wiork o support outine
immunzsaticn, outhoeak resporese
and COVIDH19 vaccinations anind
the world, )

Fate, il.'.h!' was sekecied following
a vear-long  recruitment =5

¥  overseen by ﬂ'ﬁ.‘g:; of

Gavi Board, Prof; Jose Manuel
Barroso, wiould I:lrirl‘F a wealth of
expenince to the mle.

A mechical doctor tramed m both
internal eedicine and infectious
diceases, with an MBA from Duke
University in the United Stabes, ate
served a5 Migeria's Minisler of Sake
for Health bebween 2011 and 2013

In this role, he led a flagship
initiative o pevive moutine vac-
cinations and primary care,
chaired a presidential laskforce bo
aradicate polio and introduced new
wacemes ko the country

Whilke serviryg as Global Director

for Hiealth, Mutrtion and Fopudation
of the World Bank and Dinector
of the Global Financing Facility at
the Wirld Bank betwesen 2019 and
A2, hwe led the Bank's S18 billice
COVID-19 global health response
and mepeesenid the Bank on vanous
boands, incuding those of Cavd, the
Global Fund, CEF1 and UNAIDS.

He is currently the fulio Frenk
Professor of Public Health Leader-
ship at Harvard Chan School of
Pullic Health and has served on
several hﬂlh—ﬂwﬂw and
enpert panels in ic, private
.ar-lid rust-foprofit *ﬂ"hm EIlnrn'q.{
s caneer:

Umuﬁ%m the appoingment,
Barroso said: "D Muhammad Ali
Pate stood out in a ficld of world-
s candiclates. With his know
and experi of both national
immmnisation programming and
intemational eme ¥ TEspOnse
and grlobal finance, | am confident
that Gavi will combrme o build
o ik visiom and mssion, &5 well
as mavigate the many challeryges
and opportunities we will face”

Whul[é accepding the offer, Pate,
whise appoiniment was amfimed
vestenday, at an extraordinary nect-
ing of the Gavi Board said: “T'm
deeply honoured o be E‘:‘lm;.; Cavi
as s incoming CEOL Gavi is one
of the most imipactful cnganisatons
m griobal h«l-erlE:ﬂ testarment fo the
great work of the Alliance partrirs

=

anl Secretaniat staff,

Tt will be my privileze to kad
it, budlclmg on the work of D Sethy
Berkley, and continue to support
counrines i seale up critical st
it pn?;nnlunﬁ-. nzch
e erv=close dhildren, expand
acoess o new vaocines, transform
srimary health cane systerns, and

p fight cutbreaks and futume
pandemics.”

Sitting CEO, Berkley had bed
Gavi for mome than half of s
endstenoe, making it a contrepiece
within the global health bindscape,
inclucing recently co-establishing
CONVAX o serve countries durin
the COVID-]
pandermic, having so far shipped
nesrty 19 ballion COVID-% vaccne
doses to 146 countries,

Since Berkley took the helm in
2011, the Alliance has averted 118
miflion futume deaths (companed o
4.5 mallicn befvween 200 and 2000
angd has TN (TN
than &76 million children - mose
theen vl the 305 million dikdien
reached between 2000 and 2000,
Gl also hailed Berkdey's vision
for health equity, which added
a mr 0 n]ew \'ﬁtir&mﬁ

iy cluring his ke i i
r H', n‘ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ and malaria,
and in ifs curment sttegy oycke
is focusing on reaching zemo-dose
chilbchren acroes mangnalsed com-
LS.

continie o ﬁ_\ﬂ 1o evervbody
—::"Efn'amc d those of you that
coredibute over ciplomstic commumity
= to give us all the roeded s

for s to achieve this obective. We
want cur conrttry b ook Tike your
ooty ] we will contire i seck
vorr sppont for us o be blke woo”

The cemitral bk grwemor further
mm:idﬂult the cashles md:;;l_.m-
rency redesigm e sowgzhit
i aimmﬂti_ of the scunty
ApECEs Emhﬁ:pgllwlﬂwlarq
FanscETH n F'ﬂ]ﬁ
ot thiat fhoowgsh H'lﬁﬁf:d};rl, “The
riitary ane making %uu:l PrOgrSS
in this'im t task.”

Spexifically, Emuficle said the
nair redisien policy was expectid
to curb inflation i the market, as
B cash hobding nedhuces cumency
oittsice banks and metards money
circulation.

Hesend the accomparying dedine
in money supply would siow the
e of inflation, adding, “Ve have
started to see inflation trendin
dowrwands  followi ﬁ;mt
price stability in almoe w
uf marka, including for goods and
fimancial products

Ernefiehe alsn said the effective
mmpermendation of the policy coukd
sorap four Elem % points off the
commen evel of i w1, which siod
att 2134 per cont, o it steadshy showved
inflation rate to about 18 per cont
by -2

Hesaid, “This & quile adhievable,
as data from our market soumes
indicate that the prices of grains
and by staples, amound Subga and
Lambala markets, for instance, have
generally been on the downward

The Alliance also plaved an
inceasingly  influential mle in
ETNENZETICY FEspomse, dg'.'t-'_lnpm
vaccine sickpibes for diseases
such a5 cholera and mbodecrng
mrmvative frandng modanisms g
furcl emergeney puchase of Fhola
and COVIDHS vaccines,

Thee economic result of Gavi's
expansion of activities during his
ternre has been profound, unkocks
over LSS 160 billion of economic
benefits compared to 524 billion
in its first 10 years

Commenting m Pate's ap-
sonntmend, Berdey sk “Teach
E".'n'i anct helping: the Allinee o
contingally itsedf i s
of swing fives, protecting childen
and supporting countries during
zlobal health emengencies has been

lest homour of my career,

“I'am prod and humbled
have been part of what the Alliance
has achieved, and | am confident
n its futume under Muhammad's
leadership: having worked with
ham durmge his tme a5 Minister
and at the World Bank, 1 know
he understads intimately  the
landscape we work in and will
be uncom sing in his drive
for public health equity.”

= report stabed that Berkley
would continue to serve as CEC
unfl 2 Ayt 2023, whike workdrgs
with incomang CECY to ersure a
smooth transhon.

trend since the beginning of the
policy. i
“The price for sova beans has
dropped from NIOD0O0 o N2Z2000
Mz froem NS00 0 NGO, The
Erlce of a bull fell from MA00M00
y BN angd ram from MR
oy NS00
He also said the policy had
brought some shability fo the
echange e wsime, and eqiiined
that prior to the announcement
of the policy; the huge csh haul
outside the banking system had
ewerted  significant SLIFES (Y
the exchange rate at all windows,
bt mome so al the parallel market
as it engendened asset substitabion
by speculators, and ret-seekers,
Emefieke said, “While the poficy
wars nitially estimad o ke i0mose
speculations due o panic mones
as mest people try 1o understand
the policy action, it i expected to
el speeudadion o the mediurne o
bong-run
oclay the Tomated cimoulation
of the now naira notes hos foned
the hands of speculators and we
are bepmning o wihess some
stability. The indbial pressume s
Efrﬁcj'cted to further moderate as
W

Lﬂﬁ-{ﬁhﬁ:mﬂ“ of the policy
and a wider understanding
pervades the system.”

Emefwle said the central bank
was mindful of the duﬂm’ﬁﬁ
dtizens faced and was cumently
addressme them.

He nofed, “There have been
reports of cocasional Bilunes in e
chummed plitforms, Our moratoning
sugeests thal whilst there has been
an o surge o eltronic
tramsactions, these have mok nsen
to unprecedented levels and the
I:ﬂv:rru'nt systern B well equipped

» handle even higher ransaction
volumes.

“Whilst  transaction Fathunes
are boumed o occassonally oceur,
the public is encouraged 'to have
full confidence in Migeria's glob-
ally recopmised paymient sysiem
infrastructue.

“Banls have also been instnactid
i ensure 247 service availabnliby
and tly adkcress any customer
nefunds arsing from such service
faunss.”

The CBN govermor further
acknowledped  the widesproad
mconveraences due o the poboy

He said, “We have observed
e noicdenoes of hoemdirg and
preclioey activibies of some vendors
ardd ursrupulous Nigerians, The

pal causes of the hamdship to
cilizens [n]lrrwhfl the redesign
policy inchude hoanding,

“We have noticed that sorme
members of the public ane hoanding
the new notes, ! TestTicting
their Flow through the ecomomy,

"(_‘.xsl'lblkfpt athi'ncrm will not
circulal but may fuel a perception
of scarcty, which leacks b husher
demand for the curmency; signall
o these whi don't have an wrgent
or armmwechiate noed fo store crsh”

Emeficde pointed out that thene
had been memendous bension and
elevated agitabon by leaders who
should be calming ‘frayed nerves
amimyg the citizens.

Hevwever, he said, "We believe

constrained.  We  assume  that
the official exchange rate will be
permitted b deprecinte mn]wﬂ-{l'
over NEFNM, but that i w
rernain overvalued, hampering
economic acfivity,” it roded.

The prspects for exchange
rate reform, Fitch added, will
influenced by the outcome of the
presidential election, and could
incresse under a new cenral bank
vErmon

“The mcumbent's ferm ends in
A0 bt an r‘ﬂm;:ﬁ; admnemkn
could push for earfier change.

“A mome fexible exchange
rate regime would likely be a
long-tern_positive for Nigeria's

it profile, although the mitial
eoonomic adjustment could
mamrfiscal risks,” the rafings
agency siressed.

that a la rtion of these
agmth'sﬁ ﬂgﬁ?m q:"uum.i

das or an ation of
e reality, No doubt that there ane
wckeds Of prissuns in some anses,
s CBN & werking hand. o shit
mescaes o those areas m onder o
e (e lension.

“The shuation & substangially calm-

reonwn since the commencement
ol e Over-the-Counter payments
i compliment ATM disbursements
and the use of super agenks.”

O the panic queses at bank
AT and banking halls, he said
“Whilst somee of these withdrawal
s ane e, ST A sErply
5 repuetet e acinilics o Tisg.
arts whis do not have: the penuine
intention of makdng a withdrawal
brut ane seeking quick-eamings by
cpueevtimng up juest borsell their spaces
to make money”

Emefiele alleged, “We have
also noticed that some Migerians
are capitalising on the ransiton to
charge exorbitant fees or demand
cash payment on the falsr pretest
that don't work, especially at

il stabions. These selfish actions

o peraonal monetary gain ane
creating hardship for MNigerians
and may come at the experse of
fedlow it Bves and Bvelibood.”
7 Emetiele reiterated the mmldnﬁh_tl}-
of an appmopnate amourd ofF the
nckesigrnd N, A and N
denominations and curment NI,
M NAD NI and NS denoming-
e o SLpport connormae activities.
Hie saiel the bank was coliaborating
with the endine finandal ecosystem,
incuting DVIBs, OfFls, MMOS, Super
Agents, MFBs Payment System
Prowiders, anel FFCC, 1CPC and
other law enforcement to ensune
that Nigerians had a vanety of
options for financial ansachons
erther through electronic channels
o i exceptional dmurrstanoes, csh

He statedd, "W i o much as
possible to make this available ina
way that it poes out foall Nigerians.
But we fand the umscrupulous
activities by some people — and |
will not be oo cdirect — bk, of oo,
when people who don't cavn ek
acoountanis begin (o goand sty in
quenes; thesy wake up 4 am. io g
and sty i the queoe for the A
and then, when it gets to their tum,
they sl thedr tum and o back and
shart queuing again.

"And in a day, they coudd do that
foour times and then eam behwveon
NELOY o NIDKD. . OB agents
whiane bo help us deepen firancial
michrson ane getting avobed m thes
kind of unscrupulius activities.”

The CBN povemor stessed, “VWe
b told - HCPC wordany with
our CBMN monitoring team bo amest
any POS agent that s any fee
becansr we have made i choar that
whatever is their fee which is not
mieant o be mome than NI for any

ameunt yiu s, fhat we CBN
we will pav as part of the cost to
kessen the Burden of this problem.

“And ket me make it clear we
tarted to ;hm h&ﬁﬂ“ﬂrﬂ we Iv;ill
prosecute them; 1 fo el for
etting involied iJ'l?lhf&] achvibes
ard making eur work difficult,
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CAVEAT EMPTOR

SAMON PETROLEUM LIMITED
(TRADING AS SAMON PETROLEUM FZE)

AGAIN, our attention has been drawn to a publication madein Thisday Newspapers of
Tuesday, 14" February, 2023, by Tobenna Nnamani who continues to hold himself out
as the Receiver/Manager of Samon Petroleum Limited (Trading as Samon Petroleum
FZE). In the publication, Mr. Nnamani states that he is entertaining bids for the sale
of Samon Petroleum Limited’s assets between 13" February 2023 and 20" February,
2023.

We have no choice but to again inform the general public of the existence and
pendency of Suit No: FHC/CA/CS/167/2022 between BB Energy Holdings Mauritius
Limited & Anor., v. Samuel Chuba Okeke & 2 Ors. This suit was instituted by the
Receiver/Manager and is well aware that the matter was adjourned to Monday, 6™
March, 2023 for hearing. We also have pending before that Court, two (2) applications
seeking:

An Order setting aside the appointment of the said Tobenna Nnamani as the
Receiver/Manager of Samon Petroleum Ltd;

An Order dismissing the suit in its entirety;

An Order setting aside the interim orders made against Samon Petroleum Ltd and
its erstwhile directors; and

An Order mandating BB Energy and Tobenna Nnamani to pay damages in the sums
of $1,000,500.00 (One Million Five Hundred Dollars) and N480,000,000.00 (Four
Hundred and Eighty Million Naira), being damages for injury suffered as a result of
the adverse steps taken by BB Energy in complete and utter disregard of the clear
terms of the agreement.

These processes were served on the Receiver/Manager since 10" February, 2023,
and he is therefore aware of the pendency of those applications. It is therefore
disingenuous for Mr. Nnamani to continue to attempt to dissipate our assets even
as his appointment as a Receiver has been challenged before a Court of competent
jurisdiction. The publication of 14" February, 2023 by Mr. Nnamani is nothing but an
attempt to usurp the authority of the Courts in determining the claims before it.

We had previously issued a Public Notice bringing all the above to the attention of
the general public. We are therefore by this publication issuing a CAVEAT EMPTOR
informing that the Receivership upon which Mr. Nnamani claims to act, is sub-judice
and neither party is permitted to take any steps during the pendency of the suit. The
publication of Mr. Tobenna Nnamani is therefore illegal and any party that chooses
to engage with and/or undertake any transaction with Mr. Tobenna Nnamani, does
so at their own risk.




SALIENT TIMES - Wednesday, February 15, 2023

i

A
: ' ST | '
SYMBOLIC CHEQUE PRESENTATION CEREMONY

-

e IR N |
5 Jr e .-‘.’,u'i

a5 N ar

'r~ ]
g nt
TR ]

wigt

. :
OF FGN SUKUK SERIES V...

L-R:Head, Investment Banking, Vetiva Capital, Olutade Olaegbe; Head, Debt Capital Markets, Stanbic IBTC Capital, Adetokunbo Aturamug Chairman, Burag Capital Limited, Alhaji Mohammed Bintube; Director General, Debt

Management Office (DMO), Ms. Patience Oniha; Managing Director, Greenwich Merchant Bank, Bayo Rotimi; Head, Investment Banking, Greenwich Merchant Bank, Kenneth Erg; Vetiva Capital, Temitayo Ajayi; and Head,
Advisory, Burag Capital Limited, Sadiq Kurfi, at the recently concluded Symbolic Cheque Presentation ceremony of the N130bn FGN Sukuk Series Vissuance in Abuja. .. yesterday

NEF to Buhari: Don't Allow IPOB
Intimidate, Prevent Nigerians from Voting

Adedayo Akinmwale in Abuja
The Morthem Elders Forum (WEF)

has called on President Muoham-
miachu Buhan i assert his kepptimate
authorty on any Liwless group in
any part of the country, espoecially
the: outinwed Indipenous People of
Baatra {IPoB) and ensure that vobrs
wene not prevented or threatened
duming the general elechion.
Dhrector of Publiciky and  Ad-
viocacy of B forum, D, Hakeem
Baba-Ahmwd, I a  saberment
vesterday, decried a serious nse mn
rovips that thwesten the conduct of

troe echions, particulary fiom vinknt
growps in the south eastern states,
The group lamernied the dealening
sikence from leaders, elders EII'E
pofiticims from the rnon and cther
E.:u'bi of Migena over e dangperos
s was ik deeply disharbig:
The forum stressed that Mige-
rians want credible elections and
a peaceful transition to the next
administration, saying no group
shinalel be allowed o plange the
riation i clevper orss by tolomting
thaats o the elections and peace

i the country.
It said: “These threats are being

followed by actual attacks on
government buildings and killings,
E‘dldi]'%: killireg, of policemen in the
region. Withowt a mbust challenge
of these dangemous mends, those
behind these ﬁl.'.'h_\s- acts ane [y
b assume that they will sucoeed,

Any attompt tointerdese in the
rights of Nigerians o participate
in the election of their leaders is a
serionss assault on the sovereinty
of Nigeria and an act that must
b meszster].”

The fosruam stoessed that threat
tix thes edections was a thieat to the
democratic system, and the very

foundations on which the nation,
adcing that IF it suoceeds, the Hweat
winild sigmal the start of other orises
the ooumdry may not necover from.

"Thae Forum calls on the acdmms-
fration of Pressdent Buhan o assert
it eyt s thonty ooany Lwlkes
g inany pert of e courtry and
eristire that votors are ot previenied
or threatened,” it added

The fommn nesed thet leadiems st
openly comdemn the outrageous
thireats and sssune cbzens whio
ik b viobe Bt e could do so

It stated that politicans who
wartkt to lead must step out and

Court Extends Order Restraining PDP from
Suspending, Expelling Wike to March 6

Alex Enumahin Aouja

ustioe |, K. Omofosho of a Federal
High Court, Abuja, vesterday,
extended his order nestraining the
Peoples Demnovrabic Party lIFDP}
froen suspending or expelling the
Rivers State Governor, Nyesom
Wike from the party pencing the
hearing and determination of the
%l_;ﬁ_lhl'ﬂuﬂhr by Wike agairst the

Jusstice Omictosho made an onder
extending his February 2 ooder,
shortly after fixing March &, for
hearing in all motions pertaining
to the Cise

In the Mobion on MNoetice dated
Febmusary 2, A3, Wike: & dralleremg
alleged plars by his party, Hu.'ﬁ]f%
tor enther suspenic o exped i froem
the party.

Pending the heaning of the suit
markec: FHC/ ABJ/C5/1230,/3023,
thi Rivers State Governor brougzht
an ex parte application prayirg the
court for an order, “maintaming
status quo and staying all actions
in the n:at:b.'r mela I 2 iy ﬂ"-e] 1h|m1}lru
suspenc or expel the apphcant Dy
the st fo 5eh n[': 1ntknptl:i‘]1m'llng
the hearing r'l!'ll.ill.']l."h Tt of
the Motion on Notoe,”
~ The judge had subsequently
fixed February 14 for hearing in
the main sk,

When the matter came up
vestenday, Wike's brwver, De Joshoa
e, mdormad the ot hat partes
have mached an agreement for
hearing in the matier on a short
date converient for the court,

M Jonathan Lisman, bwyver who
nepressenitech the POP confirmed the
agmeemient.

The request was sequel o a

MNotice of Preliminary. Objection
filed b the DI
In & short nuling Justice Omotosho

held that the "Order of February
2, 2% 1 hendry extended unfil
th |1mr'u1=._; of the interlocutbony
.1|.‘lﬁl|i|'..1ﬁ| .

T iuﬂﬂﬂnm that the court
wouild ke the prefiminarny dection,
interlocuiony application as well as
OTHZMARNE, SLMTIITONS (0 thee rent
adioumed date

Fu-tiu- Chrmotoeshs

0

hewd  on

Hammed Shittunilorin

e Kwara State Capital, lorin,
'.'-rmlkilpr heest tos dignetaries like
former Presicend Chsegm Chasang,
forrmer Cross Rivers stihe govermor,
Donald Duke, national stakebold-
ers, s well as the host povernor,
Abculrabman Abdulrazag, as the
Federal Covernment College (ROCT),
lowin, marks its 3th anniversany
w1 Thrsda

Alao expected ane the Eimir of
llowin, Adhag Dahim Sulo-Cambar,
a5 well s other loadkers in the county:

Speaking with joumalisis m florin,
vestenday, the national presicent
if the FLOT Alemng Association,
Fear Admaral Muscu Salam (Rid),
saicl among activities Lined up for
the celébration was the talk on
importance of unity schools in
the counfry:

Pebruary 2, ordeed parties in the
suit not b do anything that may
likedy affect the outcome of the suit
curnenthy before the court.

A Certified Troe Copy (CTC) of
the court’s order seen by THESDAY,
had listed the PDP Mational
Working  Comumittee  {NWC),
National Executive  Conumittes
(MWEC), National Chairman, Dr
Iyorchia Ayw, National Secretary;
Sevabor Sarmue] Arnvanwu and the
Independent Matonal Elecioral
Comimission (INEC) as st to 6th

FGCI was among 104 unity
sehools establzshed by the military
acdministration of Chief Clusespm
O b foster national urity
among future peneratiors of Mi-
perians, especially, after the nation's
civil war ]

Speakang on the emportance of the
event, the retined military officer said,
" weant o shemecese e orvesment
ut the fecheral gowemment on the
unity schools in Migerin as well as
urge the government (o do mone.
We are gratetul o a country that
mvessted i us

"W wank boodebrahe our brother-
hood and Migerioness, Nigedans in
the pact Fu:jumj Migerians with
patriotic fervour and we want that
o confinue.”

Salami, who said Migeria has the
potential of being among the best
conmmiess of the wrdd n spike of its

respomdents respectively

K‘l-l_'|:'nur| n_-.'ﬁjai],n_; the alidavit in
support of the motion ex parte
deposed o by Precious lkpe and
after hearmg O 1, Y, Musa, SAN for
the applicant, it i hereby ondened
that ¢13|l parties mamiain peace and
sl not Bk any acton or step or
act that may make the ouloome of
tihe Mliotion on Molice dated February
2, nugatory and worthles.”

fustoe Chmoiosie further adered

that any of such achon so taken
shall be a nullity

basanjo, Duke, Emirs, Others to Attend
FGCI's 50th Anniversary

in Kwara
cumment challerges, calied foe urated
efforts at confronting security chal-
lm%: presently facirg the coundny

Abo speakings, the Chairman,
Central Ihﬂ:'ﬂﬁi:'@; Committee of
the 50th anniversary, Mr Femi
Edun, said a number of projects
would be commuissioned  during
the anniversary.

"We are commissionmyg e
uparraded KT cenbre. where we
am providing sets of computer
We are also commissioning, sula{

TWET project Hor an unintemuples
Ell.'.'grr[::—.;ph' i the school d

W are also gong bo be com-
s phase two of the solar
strectfipht project bo ensune that the
entire campies has lighting system,
[his is one of the ways of enhandng
sacurity on campus. Over the vears
we Feve infervened noseveral aeps”,
he saicl,

comclemn the thoeats.

It s for the svosdance of doubt,
Huu‘ﬂ.ﬂﬁunﬁq&: ity the southrens
wase cowvarcihy and chilidish, stresing
fhat those betmd e shoukd koo
that thiy would be nesisted,

The forum noted  that i had
boeen consistent with 1ts - position,
i conjurcticn with other patriotic
arowaps that the dections must hold
thrcuighiout the length and breadth
of Migeria,

ALL EYES ON SUPREME COURT AS SUIT AGAINST
BANNING OLD NAIRA NOTES RESUMES TODAY

ant a gracual economic doswntum
in the state

“The implementation of the policy
has totally parabyzed and brought
e n‘h‘uﬂ:—i\lth' Eonomic activifies
of Ogun Stabe and also sevenely
impaired the govemment's abality
to deliver on ils economic agenda
b the people,” it stabed.

Alsey, Oynan Stabe provemor, Diapo
Abipdun, vestenday  read not aci
o commenial banks, operating
in the state, warming that Hwe stabe
wenumemt n-mdu‘.?&un dinw any
bank operating in the state that
refused o accept the old naira nokes.

The waming was sequel o
complamts  moerved  from fhe
seople by the state gowvermment

hat cormmenial banks and some
filliree stafions wene ngecting the old
naira nobes s legal tender,

The govemar spoke vesterday,
while addresang market men
women at foko kKampala market
i Abeoku, o part of hb- novdecton
carmpaign i Abenkuty Noeth Local
Government Anas.

Abiodun, who frowned at the
action of the banks, noted that since
the e menir moles wats not avaikabe,
commmerial banks must accept the
obd nodes to ease the suffering of
the people

Wike Faults

Governor Nyesam Wike said
implementabion of the naim swa
policy by the CBMN was political,
adding that it has worsened the
biving comelition o the poor acres
the country,

The Rivers State govemar said
MNigerians wee suffering as a result
of the factless. mplementation of
the namra swap pohicy; and urnged

wemment ki ungently ameliorake
e condition of the people.

Wike madke the remark vesterday,
during the officdal presentation of
hetter of nomination om the “awand
of Independent Man of the Year
A" on him by the management
of Incependent Newspapets, ab the
Covernment House, Port Hancourt

The govemnor stressed that the
essenice of government and ils
agency such as CBN, was not to
mflict hardship of the masses, but
ber cushion i

“‘We are in a difficult situation
ot It choest matier what amybody
may say, The trath must be ol
at all Emes. Nigerars are suffering
o and s a people we owe that
responsitality o custion the evel of
hardship that Nigerians are facing,
we ane not o worsen the siuation,
he added

Wike said people were not
necessanly  opposed o e
redesipning of the M1000, NS00
anc noes, buit wene coeceriod
ahout the 1I1ML'I1R'HL11ﬁ||\ of the
policy and the handship it has
milicted on the masses.

jabiamila Says Relief

The Spieaker of the House of
Represeniatives, Femi Ghagabiamila,
hes expressed defight with fhe moent
rubmy of the Supreme Court on the
matiec

Chajabianmila, while speaking m
Lages, vesterday; LiLin'rﬁr the laurch
of Eru seoond edition of GhajaRide
comumunity ransporiation initiative,
said the House of Representatives
under his leadership has been om
thie sche of the people, working
tirgdesely o resce themn from
exonomic saboteurs seeking, o
derail the sucoesses of President
Muhammadu Buhar and the APC
administration.

Hie said b was glad that the
pechiciary alsn confirmed House's
position on the implementation of
the neam redesien pofoy of the oebal
bank, and that nebef was undenway

Ganclupe Threatens to Sanction
Ermng Bartks, Busmess Owners

Fano skbe govertoment  has
warned that it would nod hesitate
o revoke operational licences of
mapr business owmers or ke acion
agpint arwone who mfises i el

e old maira notes as a means of
trarsacton

Covernor Abdullald Ganduge,
who harded down the waming ina
siaternent ssued by the commissoner
fior mbcrmation and inbemal afairs,
Mefalam Muhammiad Garba and made
available o THISDAY, yesterday,
said fhe old maira fotes wiene st
Iegal berder.

Continues online
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Ethical Governance and Awo’s Legacy

Fidelis David reports that as Nigerians clamour for solutions to numerous challenges, including the
recent financial and fuel crisis in the country, Chairman of the Southern Governors’ Forum and Ondo
State Governor, Mr Oluwarotimi Akeredolu, as well as other stakeholders have argued that the only
panacea and antidote to these quagmire is for electorates to vote leaders with characteristics and
attributes like that of the late sage, Chief Obafemi Awolowo.

o doubt, Chief Obafemi
Awolowo who died al-
most 36 vears ago, was an
exceptional role model
to many Nigerians and
could be described as another legend-
ary patron-saint of the Nigerian race.

He was the pathfinder that founded
a political party, the Action Group, to
negotiate alliances with other leaders
in persuading the British to grant
im:L*.]:rr_-ndunc'.*. to Nigeria through
peaceful and carefully planned consti-
tutional and constructive processes.

Chief Awolowo served as Premier
of the Region from 1952-1959 and
had remarkable success during his
tenure. His government had numer-
ous achievements, i|'|:.'|l_:dil'lg the
implementation of free Universal
Primary Education, the establish-
ment of Africa’s first TV station,
the construction of West Africa’s
first skyscraper (Cocoa House) and
first international stadium (Liberty
Stadium), the establishment of a first
rate civil service, the construction of
Migeria's first housing and industrial
estates (Bodija and lkeja), among
others.

It is however worthy to say that,
the most significant of his achieve-
ments is the Free Universal Primary
Education.

In other words, the impact of Awo's

olicies remains indelible and this
E‘I:& been re-echoed by Ondo State
Governor, Mr Oluwaretimi Akeredolu,
who said people should vote leaders
with characteristics and attributes of
Awolowo, and should not celebrate
money over good behaviour and
character.

Akeredolu stated this recently in
Akure, the Ondo State capital while
speaking at a symposium, organized
by a Socio-political Pro-democracy
Advocacy Group, the ‘Atunluse’
Initiative, with the theme: “Let Qur
Votes Count”.

The governor, represented by the
state Deputy Governor, Mr Lucky
Aiyedatiwa, went further to task Ni-
gerians to shun vote buying, saying,
it is the g]u;'||it}' of followers that is
affecting the quality of leaders.

His words: “"We need to look for
visionarv leaders, like we had Chief
Awolowo. So let us look at the char-

Akeredolu

acters of those that were
contesting whether they
have the character of Chief
Awolowo or not. You can see
the way and manners how
our governor is doing won-
derful well in the state. You
could see that Akeredolu
has the same character with
Awolowo and the develop-
ment of this state is very
}'rairanu'rl.u'lt to him.

“Let communal life be our
priority, let us look at the
characters of our candidates
to vote, Let us vote for the
candidate that is ready to
provide adequate secu-
rity and move this country
forward.” the governor
stressed.

The Guest Speaker and
Rights Lawver, Dr Kayode
Ajulo, who spoke on the
topic: "Ethical Governance;
Awo's Legacy as a Case
Study”, explained that poli-
ticians who get votes trom
electorates have the abil-
ity to decide on measures,
economic, social, security,
and education policies that
could impact on citizens,
hence the need for Nigerians
to choose the right leaders,

Ajulo who was repre-
sented by Mr Adeolu Ajayi,
said leaders who will be
elected in the 2023 general
election must possess Awn's
qualities HUEL as courage,
integrity, humility, focus,

Ajulo

co-operation and strategic planning.

According to him, such leaders must
be willing to take risk in the achieve-
ments of his goals and successes and
must have truthfulness in him which
is the core of integrity.

Another Guest Lecturer at the
event, Prof. Akin Alao of the Oba-
femi Awolowo University, said many
political parties had failed to develop
programmes that would create weall
and positively impact the economy.

Alao said, this was, unlike Awo's
Action Group, which attained its
sopularity  through hard work,
hunusty and forthrightness.

"We need to look for visionary
leaders like Chief Awolowo. So, let
us look at the characters of those that
are contesting, whether they have
the character of Chief Awolowo or
not. You can see that our governor is
doing well in the state. You can see
that Akeredolu has the same character
with Awolowo and the development
of this state is very paramount to him.

“Let communal life be our priority;
let us look at the characters of the
candidates before we vote. Lel us
vote for the candidate that is ready to
provide a dequato security and move
this country forward,” the university
don added.

Earlier, the convener of ‘Atunluse’
initiative, Akin Akinbobola, in his
welcome address said the vision of
the initiative was to serve as a vital
catalyst for social, economical, politi-
cal equity and justice for the over all
development of the society.

The E'Irmcr General Manager of
Ondo State Football Agency (ODSFA),

Nigeria remains underdeveloped due to the high
magnitude of its socialills like harsh economy, illiteracy,
corruption, unemployment, robbery, violence and
terrorism. Thus, tackling the multifarious challenges
facing Nigeriarequires that, Nigerians allow their vote
count and leaders who will be elected must possess
Awo’s qualities such as courage, integrity, humility,
focus, co-operation and strategic planning

said while the mission of their ini-
tiative was to inspire, empower a nd
connect people within the society to
proactively change their conditions
and to build a society in which people
live in harmony, full of hope, secure
and have opportunity to achieve their
fullest potential.

He noted that the urg;‘ln:isatjnrl isin
dn states of the federation, sensitis-
ing Nigerians on how to make their
viotes count.

Speaking on the theme of the
programme entitled, "Let our votes
count”, Akinbobola said the country
was in a mess; that there was a wide
gap between people living in affluence
and paverty.

“Give us education that is afford-
able. When those living in luxury are
sick, they travel abroad, while the
poor go for herbal treatment because
orthodox medicine is not affordable.
Life has become unbearable for most
Migerians, why? It is because their
votes don't count. All these must
stop. They buy votes and people go
for such.

“Power is in our hands, That vote
is in your hand. That is why they
beg you for it. But when you sell it,
they will come back and make life
unrealistic. But when you vote based
on your conscience not by ethnicity
or any affiliation, you will enjoy the
country,” he said.

Also speaking, Chairman of the
occasion and Chief Imam of Akure
kingdom, Abdulhakeem Yayi-Akorede,
zaid truthfulness is the foundation
quality of the trust that is necessary
for the success of any F-n]itici.m who
intend to follow Awo's pathway.

At the end, the take-away from
the symposium was the conclusion
drawn by the guest speakers and
governor Akeredolu, that Nigeria
remains underdeveloped due to the
high magnitude of its social ills like
harsh economy, illiteracy, corruption,
unemployment, robbery, violence and
terrorism. Thus, tackling the mul-
tifarious challenges facing Nigeria
requires that, Nigerians allow their
vote count and leaders who will be
elected must possess Awo's qualities
such as courage, integrity, humilit:,-,
focus, co-operation and strategic
planning.
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Folarin Steps Up Campaign

to Unseat Makinde

Kemi Olaitan chronicles the campaign activities of the Oyo State gubernatorial candidate of the All
Progressives Congress (APC), Senator Teslim Folarin, towards dislodging Governor Seyi Makinde,
from Agodi Government House

ithin the last few months

that the campaign activities

for the 2023 elections started,

the Oyo State governorship

candidate of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC), Senator Teslim Folarin,
has been in the news in the pace setter state,
selling his candidacy to the electorates through
rallies, town hall meetings as well as informal
meetings.

With his emergence as the governorship
candidate of APC, the first task that the
three-term Senator representing Ovo Central
senatorial district who s running for the Agodi
Government House for the second term the
first been in 2015 when he contested under
the platform of the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP), set for himself was reconciliation which
saw him and his team bransversing all the 33
local government areas of the state a‘.lillllﬁll.'il"lg foy
aggricved members to join the fold and work
for the victory of the party,

Thiseffort by the Chairman, Senate Comumit-
tee on Local Content, was to vield great results
as it led to the dissolution of a major group
within the party, the Unity Forum, under the
leadership of the Chairman, National Lottery
Regulatory Commission, Alhaji Fatai Ibikunle,
which was popularin the Oke Ogun and [bharapa
areas of the state,

While setting the stage for rallies across the
seven zones of the state, two events namely the
unveiling of his running mate and inauguration
of campaign council indeed showed what the
people would expect from Folarin.

At the unveiling of his running mate, D,
David Ferni Okunlola, he revealed some of the
kevinitsatives and innovations in his bluepeint,
stating that he was out to focus squarely on

Folarin

profferng solutions tothe enormous
downward trend standing in the
way of the prosperity of the state
as he was more than prepared to
be elected as the governor.

His words, “| am de]igj‘:tﬂ{ that
the long-awaited season of election-
eering has begunat full throtthe. This
window offers us the opportunity
o traverse the state and lay bare our
plans and agenda to empower the

ypulace and build an allinclusive

wetter Oyo State, w here all sectors
wiold witness massive Growthand
Development.

“Om the ballot with me, as my
running mate, is the cerebral aca-
demic of repute and agricultural
developmentexpert, D David Femi

Okunlola, from Saki West Local Governmaent
Area. This all -i:!lpurt:‘lnl: decision was made,
because of the need to bring together a team of
talented individuals who, by dint of diligence
and exceptional track reconds, are great manag-
ers of men and resources.

“Dr. Okunlola ticks all the right boxes: His
outstanding leadership and administrative
qualities gained over the vears will comple-
ment our lofty vision for the state.

“Our campaign objective is not to engage
in mudslinging or by invoking abrasive and
petty sentiments, rather, our campaign will
focus squarely on proffering solubions to the
enormous downward trend standing in the
way of our state’s prosperity, in spite of our
potential,

“Some of the key mitiatives and innovations
that wee have lighlighted inour Rescue Mission
for Growth and I]é'k'q"ltq,‘.tn'ml'lt Blueprint are,
a Sincere and Holistic Agricultural Reforms,
Strategic Urban Regeneration Drive, Employ-
rment and Entrepreneurial Opportunities with
focus on Youth and Small Medium Enterprises
(SME) through innovative ideas, First-Rate
Healthcare Service delivery and High-Quality
and Quantitative Education System. Ours isa
government that shall bedriven by Information
l[echnology atall levels of governance,

“In this all-inclusive Project, Twill continue o
lead members of my party in interacting with
the youths, students, civiland public servants,
labour unions, pensioners, traders, artisans,
people with special needs, traditional institu-
tions, religious groups and all other critical
stakehodders on ways to bring about the positive
growth and development that we eamestly
crave for in the pacesetter State.”

Folarin during the inauguration of the Cam-

paign Council headed by the Deputy Executive
Secretary (Services), Universal Basic Education
Commission {UBEC), Dr. Isiaka Kolawole, and
3332 other members, assured that his admin-
istration will not give flimsy excuses tojustify
failures if elected, stating unlike the incumbent
administration in the state, the APC Govern-
ment, under him, would transform education,
health, agricullure, security, environment and
other sectors of the stale economy.

“1 use this opportunity to allay the fears of
Ohee-Ogun people thatour administration will
not insult your sensibilities. We won't turn the
agrarian zone of the state to a destitute and
beggars’ centre as captured in the manifesto of
the present government in the state”, he said.

The governorship candidate added that he
would bring growth and development to the
aone, noting that agriculture was the panacea for
sustainable grosvthand development and prom-
ised o leverage on the agricultural potential to
growy the state economy, address food insecurity
and create massive employment opportunities
for millicms of unemployved youths.

“I want to restate that | am not seeking the
mandate of Owo State citizens and residents
to rule, but to serve the state. Our mission is
to move Ohyo State forward for Growth and
Development and to restore her dignity and
pace-setting status”, he said.

Kolawole, in his remarks, said he accepted
the appointment because the party was fielding
its best eleven as presidential, gubernatorial,
senatorial, House of Representatives and House
of Assembly candidates for the elections.

MNOTE: Interested reatiers should continwe in the
online edition on www thisdaylive.com

Four Candidates in Hot Race to Succeed El-Rufai

John Shiklam reports that four serious candidatesare to slug it out during the March 11, 2023 poll to succeed
Governor Nasir El-Rufai of Kaduna state.

n Kaduna state, the governorship
election promises to be fierce and
interesting.
There are 17 governorship candidates
of the various political parties, but the
major contenders are Senator Uba Sani of
the ruling All Progressives Congress (APC);
Ashiru Isa of the Peoples Democratic (I'DP),
Jonathan Asake of Labour Party (LP) and
Senator Suleiman Hunkuyi of the New Nigeria
Peoples Party (NNPP).

They are not leaving anything to chance
in their quest to win the election.

However observers are of the opinion
that the contest would be a twao horse race
between Sani and Ashiru.

Sani, a serving senator, representing Ka-
duna Central Senatorial Zone, is the anointed
candidate of the outgoing governor, El-Rufai.

He retained El-Rufai’s Muslim-Muslim
ticket introduced in 2019 h}' m'lrrting the
current deputy governor of the state, Dr,
Hadiza Sabuwa, as his running mate.

Before his election as Senator in 2019, Sani
had served as political adviser to El-Rufai
in 2015.

His campaign jingles and programmes
dominates virtually all local radio stations

in Kaduna,

He and his running mate have
been criss crossing nooks and
crannies of the state, promising
to review and build on El-Rufai's
achievements in the past seven
and half vears, though citizens of
the state are not generally agreed
on the governor s achievements,
especially, Christians, who see
him as a biased leader,

Besides, thereis a general view,
rightly or wrongly, that El-Rufai's
development projects were not
spread across the state and that
many pt‘.::l'l:llu lost their means of
livelihood.

But last year, the governor
begped the electorates in the state
not to punish the APC governor-
ﬁl'li}'l candidate for his mistakes
{El-Rufai's),

maintaining that Sani was mone
generous than him and pleaded
for forgiveness from those he
might have offended,

Sani is indeed a politician loved
by the masses.

Some people described him as penerous
and L‘:ﬁ!ﬂi‘.‘li_-l‘,;it'-'tl:\l'li;ttt'.

He promised tocreate jobs, tackle insecurity.

His manifesto is based on a seven-point
agenda which, according to him, is, aimed
at improving the lives of the citizens. This
include strengthen Satety and Security;
Upgrade of Infrastructure, Strengthening
institutions, enhance Trade and Investment.

Isah Ashiru, the PDP candidate, is contest-
ing for the governorship race for the third
time.

A two term former member of the state
house of assembly and later two ferm member
of House of Representatives, Ashiru crossed
over bo the APC in 2014 and contested wilh
El-Rufai for the governorship ticket, but he
lost

He was the PDP candidate in 2019, again,
he lost to El-Rufai. Ashiru is determined to
defeat Sani in the election havin g marnered the
good will of some people who a rea gerieved
with the A'C administration in the state.

He has been promising to review the policies
of the APC government in the state.

His five points agenda centred on security,
education, health , agriculture as well as
women and youth empowerment. He also

promised to review the issue of sacked work-
ers in the state,

However, the alleged infighling among
some prominent members of the DI is not
healthy for the party. Also, the usual bloc
votes of the PD in Southern Kaduna is no
longer feasible as the votes would be shared
with the LI and the APC who have made
inroad to the area.

Suleiman Hunkuyi, a former senator who
represented Kaduna Morth Senatorial district
on the platform of the APC in 2015, is also
not new to the contest. He is the candidate
of the NNFF,

Hunkuyi is a grassroots mobiliser in his
own right.

In 2015, he led the campaign that resulted in
the election of El-Rufai before they eventually
fell apart. But some people alleged that he
is i spoiler. Besides, the NNI'P in Kaduna
state, has been embroiled incrisis. Late last
year, the state chairman of the party resigned

is position, accusing Hunkuyi of alleged
dictatorial tendencies.

NOTE: Interested readers should continue in the
online edition on wwwithisdaylivecom
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Harnessing Science, Technology and Innovation
Potential in Nigeria

Given the critical role of Science, Technology and Innovation in all facets of human endeavour as well
as its importance to the transformation of the Nigerian economy from a resource -based to knowledge-
based economy, Precious Ugwuzor reports on the recent drive by the Federal Institute of Industrial

2 world is fast paced, and so also is
the: pricrity to offer timely innovations
that will efficiently impact various
segments of living, industry, and
enterprises as solubions to personal,

communal, and even societal needs of the
people.

In a world where the growth of developed
and drm]rnping economibes ane tied to efficiency
in Science Technology and Innovation, ST1, a
mono- economy country like MNigeria must not
be left behind in accelerating its technological
development potentials to sustain its growth.

As ol price needs recede in importance and
global alternatives being scaled up to replace
fossi] Fuel in favour of green and safe energies,
MNigera has identified the need to diversify its
economy from mono dependency on oil with
bias o engineer a digital and scence-propelled
economy for industrial development. In this
direction, policymakers have agreed that the
principle of comparative advantage dictates that
Migenia cannot afford to neglect its agriculture
sector but also the engineering sector for the
purpose of easing utility, creating jobs and
erowing its industrial base,

As the population soars, so also is the
exploration of natural resources becoming
insufficient for wealth creation; as such, it
has become imminent that Nigeria embraces
measures for values addition to practices by
employing science and technology with creative
ideas to transform raw materials into valuable
goods and services; economic development
ane improved quality of life,

Vilume 1 of the National Development Plan,
MNDF, 2021 = 2025 was explicit in building a
strong nexus among, Scence Technology and
Innovation as three intertwined concepts that
underpin the development of products, processes
and systems o ensure human progress and
wellbeing, However, despite the crucial role
it plays in industral development, Nigeria
still ranks low in this although gradually
embracing the STI innovation to change its
industrial phase.

Available statistics indicate that the world
average pross expenditune on research and
development as GO stands at 1.68 percent,
while the figure for Nigera is (.13 percent in
A7 (we should have data that is mone recent).

Minister of Science Technology and Innova-
ton, Adeleke Mamora is however oplimistic
that Migeria‘s STI potential, when adequately
hamessed, can put the country among the top
20 economies of the world by 2030,

Mamaora, at a stakeholders’ meeting to
inaugurate the planning committes of the ST1
223 Expo in Abuja, noted the critical role of
ST in all facets of human endeavour as well
as its importance o the transformation of the
Migerian economy from a resource -based o
knowledge-based economy.

The Minister identified the role of ST1 which
cuts across every sector of government with
expected value addition to human and socetal
encleavours. VIt spans through all the Ministries,
Departments and agencies such as echnology
science, agriculture, aviation, industry, energy,
health, space education, entrepreneurship,
military amongst others,” Mamora observed.

Challenges Facing STI

Although much is desired to see speedy
transformation of the STI, especially towards
meeting the immediate and long-term: develop-
ment for economic and industrial revival of
the country, experts have however identified
that there are obstacles to surmount in the
sector. Among them inadequate funding, lack
of research, poor education and improper
coordination have been identified as factors
limiting deplovment of 5T1 in Nigeria.

Lookman Adahurse, a Lagos based [T epert,
advocated massive public and private sector
funding of research and development of the ST,
saying: “For Nigeria to build a fundamental

Dr. Mamora

innovation paradigm that will give
it inemedible economic growth, it has
o pump more money in research
and development. The investments
in research and development by
government and private sector
players must be consistent and
not faltering.”

Political economist and former
Presidential aspirant of the Young
Progressive Party, Kingsley Moghalu,
believes Nigeria is yet to have a
bruby mmovationed ecomony because
there is still litthe or no policy and
financial support for moving the
products uf inmovation into the
mainstream marketplace through
mass production and marketing
distribution.

Moghalu, in the same vein noted
that investment by companies

| and povernment on  Research
| and Development, R&D, are still
relatively low even as Nigera's
| current dire economic situation and
foreign exchange crisis in particular
provides it with an opportunity to
| scale up innovation, Tt is only in-
ruwation that can break, the Nigerian
economy’s structural dependency
as an import- and consumer-driven
| aone,” he noted.

FIIRO to the Task

But all hope is not lost as the
Federal Government, under the
leadesship of President Muhammadu
Buhari has in the last five years
imvested no fewer than N924bn to
revive the science, technology and
innovation sector in the country.

The MNational Development Plan
2021-2022, Violume [, disclosed that
the funds were devoted to priority
projects in the sector, as well as
others that are similarly crucial to
its operations.

Recently, the Federal Institute
of Industrial Research, Oshodi,
FIRCY, at the 2023 Techmology and
Inmovation Expo, showcased some
of its technological inventions and
research products as oulstanding
feats capable of attracting investors

to the sector,

Among the exceptional innovations displayed
by FIIRO at the Expo held in Abuja are
mechanized processing technologies for cesava,
ceramics, legumes, bread and confectionery
baking technology. Others are roots processing,
technology, oil seed processing technologies,
bt:'\'uragt,' drinks pmdurliun and pnn-a,wntiw
technologies, livestock nutrition /poultry feed,
among others

The Technology and Innovation Expo which
had as its themes “Actualizing Effective Diver-
sification of the Nigerian BEconomy through
Science, Technology and lanovation,” was
organized to unveil the products to showease
the mileage that have been recorded so far as
well as offering solutions on the way forward,

FIIRCY, an agency of the Federal Ministry of
Science and Technology, B the foremost centre
for Science and Technology-based research and
development for the industrialization and
socic-eeonomic advancement of the nation.

At the 2023 Expo, Dr Mamora who was
impn‘.ﬁwd with the innovations however
charged the research institute to engender the
means through which these valuable products
wotild find their way to the Nigerian market
by improving on its research and marketing
strategies, "The major challenge is how do
you get this major research out o the market
because it's like vou are winking in the dark,
and when you wink in the dark, nobody can
see you. You should light up vour candles so
others can see it,"” the minister said.

The Director-General /CEQ of FITRO), Dr
iMrs.) Jummai Adamu solicited the support
of all stakeholders to mvest in the cutting-edge
products, goods and services of the Institube
towvards aiding the economic diversification
of Nigeria's govermnment.

Dr Adamu also solicited the collaboration
of investors o support the nation in achieving
its diversification agenda of moving from a
consumption o a production economy through
effective ST utilization in the shorfest possible
period.

She said the expo had presented itself as a
clarion call for serious commitment by stakehold-
ers and investors to move the economy from
consumption o production for the purpose of
sHmulating economic growth, liberation and
self-refiance for the nation and the Nigerians.,

The FIIRO boss noted that the mono-econcamic
dependence on oil and gas, which is non-

It is an established fact that Science, Technology and
Innovation holds the key to the present and future
development of any nation as it plays a fundamental

role inwealth creation, improvement of quality

of lifeand

real economic growth and transformationin any society

renewable, has kept the nation far away from
meaningful development that would have
made her respected among comity of nations,

“This is attributed b our inability o properly
utilize 511 as the fulcrum for modern develop-
ment. It is to be noted that all developed and
developing countries all over the world are
where they are today because they realized
that it is only through Science, Technology
and Innowation, that all our problems can
be tackled.

*It is an established fact that Science,
Technology and Innovation holds the key to
the present and future development of any
nation as it plays a fndamental role in wealth
creation, improvement of quality of life and
real economic growth and transformation in
any society,” she said.

Dr Adamu submitted that 5T1 has impacted
many economic aneas, reducing poverty, pro-
moting healthier and more productive lives,
rapid Improvement inagriculture, energy,
environment and economic growth,

By bricddging the technological power vacuum,
she observed, more Nigerians cin be adequately
mobilized as needed human resources to tackle
the challenges confronting the nation, especially
tenvvands amesting the menace of poverty, youth
restiveness, termorism, kidnapping and banditry
r."l.lrrrﬂtl}' rih';:gin the country.

"As you may be aware, one of the key
components that aid economic diversification
is technology transfer, which is the imnovation
capabilities of any organization that wants to
thrive technologically,

“Increase in economic diversification will
expose us b opportunities o utilize our teche
nodogical prowess and become more capable
tor generate new technological solutions due
to cross-fertilization of ideas among differ-
ent knowledge areas of diversification, thus
producing positive effects on our innovation
performance,” the FIIRO boss said.

On the importance of the STI, she noted
that a diversified economy has the capacity to
support multiple businesses, increase sustainable
circles of economic activity where businesses
continually feed from one another and grow
larger as the economy grows.

“Worldwide, it is an established fact that
economic diversification brings about stability,
improves standard of living, minimizes the use
of potentially underutilized resources, creates
jobs and generates wealth for the teeming
youth, considering the depletion nature of the
oil that we have been depending since tHime
immemaorial,” she explained.

The representative of the organized private
sector and business community, at the Expao,
Victoria Akai urged FITRO to explore partner-
ship opportunity with the Abuja Chambser
of Commerce and Industry on business
entreprencurship, skills and technofogy to
enhance productivity, especially among the
youth and women.

She also lauded the instibute for its various
research outpuls which have stengthened the
technological innovation sector in the country,
Her words: “The value of your achievement
in the area of various commodities including
motor, processed and bottled palm wine,
cassava bread, fish feeds, ceramics, textile
design product, pepper grinding machines and
other related machines for small and medium
enterprise agencies as well as entrepreneurship
training and technology transfer cannot be
overemphasized.”

Ag Nigeria continues in this steady move
to turm around its economy driven by science,
technological and innovation, FIIRO has suf-
ficiently demonstrated its capacity to support,
not just the diversification of the economy
away from the overdependence on oil, but
has also proven, that with required support by
investors and adequate funding by governmendt,
the revitalization of the Nigeria's economy is
nearer than before,
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WACOL: Celebrating 25 Years of Promoting Human
Rights, Women and Girls Empowerment

For a non-governmental organisation such as the Women Aide Collective, WACOL, to
celebrate 25 years of impacting care and empowerment of the lives of women and girls calls
for huge accolades, writes Amby Uneze

start-up of any business or organisa-

ion takes a lot of work, time, planning

and thoughts, It has not been an easy

jourmey the waorld over to mitiate an

idea, plan, establish and nurbume it fo

a point of meeting the world sendard which the

Women Aide Collective {WACOL) has attended
in its 25 vears of its existence,

While her comtemporaries were waiting for
‘manna’ to fall from heaven, foy Negod Ezetlo was
by neading, lechuring, molding mingds, Pl:‘ﬂ'l:l'li!l‘l.:q_
howy best b assist the fortures of hedphese women
and girls, especially in ensuring the eradication of
widowhood practices in Igboland and bevond and
stopping rapes among the girl child, etc. That in
a nutshell was how the Women Aide Collective
was founded m Enugu in 1997 precisely.

To her, it was a nommal activity any focused,
hardworking and serious-minded person needed
o do in order to actualize a burning desire, Thal
desine had mo other objective than to create a
positive impact in the society by making sure that
the rights of the people espedally women, girls
anel those who Gannot voice out their predicaments
cawsed by inhuman treatment by their fellow
human beings are heard.

According to the founder, the idea behind the
formation of WACOL was to have an onganisation
with a strong focus on access o justice for women
and children m espeaally diffcult aroumstances
From my experiences belonging to membership
organisations such as Women in Nigeria (WIN)
and thie lntiermational Federation of Female Lawyers
(FIDA), | noticed the gap in unmet justioe needs
of this category, espedally poor women and girls
doubly disadvantaged and discriminated agginst
because of their sex and gender.

The search for justice by this category of
persons often ends in futility. Heoce the need
to provide information and necessary support
that would enable those whose human rights
have been violated to recognize and respond
to such vaolatons.,

The mymiads of challenges for those seeking
to obtain redress from Nigeria's legal system
are what WACOL exists to tackle. WACOL was
establishid i 1997 as an independent, non-political,
non-governmental and non-profit organization;
regristered as a company limited by guarantee,
that is, as a charitable organization (RC: 3558132).

WACOL's vision as crunciated by the foundier i
a democratic sodiety free from violenoe and abuse,
where human rights of all in particular women
and young people are recognized in law and
practce. [k mission 15 fo assist i the education,
social, economic and political development of
wormen and yourys people through a wide range
of services: training, research, advocacy, shelter,
free legal and financial aid, intra-familial conflicl
resolution, and information and library services

WACOL works throughout MNigenia and in the
West Alfrican sub-region and s offices in Nigeria
are located in eight stabes namely: Abuja (FCT),
Enugu, Owerrd, Cross River, Anamibra, Ebond,
and Edo States. WACOL in general works in four
thematic areas namely; gender,/human rights,
peace advocacy/conflict resolution, democracy/
s smovermance and reproductive health /mights,

G memory Tane on how WACOL started,
Professor Joy Mpoet Exeilo, Officer of the Onder
of the Niger (OON) and a Senior Advocate of
Migeria (SAN) noted with enthusiasm, “At the
onset of WACOHL, 1 had the privilege of winning
e MacArthur Funds for Leadership Development
in 1998 and that awand then gives the mdividoal
winner 575,000 for a period of three years o
conduict rescanch and develop whatever initiative
they consider a priority in the field of reprodudive
health and rights,

“I did not use the money to buy a car for
myself nor did [ embark on amborees to shin
the world that 1 had arved. We hined an office to
accomimodate us and that helped me o ealize my
dream. In fact, it was in the vear | introduced the
coserses wormien, chibdren and Law at the University
of Migeria, Nsukka, We were the first university
in Nigeria to start that course as the Nigerian
Imivemsities Commission (NUC) gave its appnoval
and introduced it in the curriculum.

“I used my funds o carey out research on
“Legal Constraints to Adolescents’ Sexual and

Prof Ezeilo (middle) handing over food items to some widows

Reproductive Righis i MNigeria®. Tt was
the first of its kind booking at the law,
the protection it offers young women
and men, and gaps and challenges in
mamrstreaming sexual and reproductive
health and nghts.

"The finclings of that formative study
revealed and reinforced the intercon-
nectedness of dghts and how gender
impacts e enjoyment of human rights
of women, including health decision-
making, Furthermone, it demonstrated
henw the personal Beaomes political and
wormen’s body the site of struggrle.

"I fact, the comeeptualised dichotomy
of public and private sphens, productive
and reproductive exacerbates gender
inequalities, discrimination as well as
gender based viodenoe against women
andl girls.

“The journey of WACOL startedd in
1997 and by 1998 WACOL was up and
functioning in our first rented duplex
accommodation with boys quarters at
MNew Haven. We immediately started
the safe howse 1998 o shelter women
and girks at the peak of crses who have
suffered human fghts violencoe and/
or are victims of sexual and gender
based violence (SCEVL The MacArthur
personal funds leadership | won at
that bme made it possible for me o
financially support WACOL before it
ot other funding opportunities.

“It was the same year 1997 that |
started teaching the course, women,
children and Law at the University of
Miggeria, Faculty of Law. | felt addition-
ally enengized after my LLM at the
University of London m 1995 sith a
full Chevening Scholarship managed
by the British Council (o also engage
in a scholarship that would advance
socidl transtormation. Thus, 1 worked
for blemndd thexwry and practice manifested
in my scholarship and activism.

"Iy mother’s widowhood exper-
ences helped to shape my passion in
defending human rights and of course
in shudying and practicing law.

“WACOL is a dream come through
and its vision has been translated into
action and her mandate i bongg reabied
given the recorded milestones achieved
i the last twenty-five years, Woah! |
canmot believe it is a quarter of a century
alreacty:

“Indeed, time to begin a transitional
phase of harding over the baton bo the

next generation of fermale ransformational leaders
o contimue the strugele v have started and build
on the existing foundation and structure. The
achieverments ane emoouragng, especially assistingg
onver sixty thousand women and childen in need
through our free legal aid programme.”

O free legal aid, which has become the mainstay
of WACOL because of the believe that without
recress and accountability the impunity of uman
mgzhibs viokation will comtirmee, WACOL is corsidened
as the number one legal aid service provider
for women and girls in Nigeria for providing
assistanoe to about 2000 on an annual basis with
over 4000 drop-ins vearly.

“We register an average of 20 cases daily at
owrr begmal clinie. This 1s evidence based and well
documented. From 1998 o date approsimately
62,000 women and girls have acoessed free legal
aid and assistance services, We provide free legal
services for women and young people in our
offices acmes the coumiry. We also nen comimunity
law centers in Katsina, Ebonyt and Anambra
States, including Mobile Legal Clinkes in Bavelsa,
Benue, Enugu and Rivers States,”

[he services available under the leeal aid scheme
include court representation, crisis intervention
and counselling, information about victims' rights,
shetter, home visits and other psycho-social sup-
port for victims, and referrals for other needs,
Thaesse cases ane on different human dghis absieses,
including denial of inheritance; assault/battery,
child abuse/neglect, hamssment,/intimidation,
sexual assault/rape, family maintenance and
other forms of violence against women and
:r'l'llll'lﬁ F"E"H'F’L".

Furthermore, the network of WACOL spans
being a miember of miaryy coalibions, including
foundation member of LACVAW, Gender Tochnical
Unit {GTL, Gender and Constitutional Advocacy
Metwork (GECORN], and fhe Metwork of Sexual
Assault Referral Centres.

WACOL pioneered and still coordinate the
following networks with the its office serving
secretarial o Victims Support Club (VISUC):
Survivews Watch, Widows Foonomic Empowerment
programme (WEEP); Nigerian NGO CEDAW
Coalition, South East Women's Network; West
African Women's Rights Coalibon (WAWORC);
Mrtwork for Wormen Living, Under Beligious and
Customary Laws (NFWRIS); South East Human
Rights Situation Rooen, Partners for Peace Advocacy
and Good Governance; Media against Sexual
Violence, Male champions for Women's Rights
and Gender Equity Movemnent (GEM).

Privfessor Jov Mo Eaeilo is a distinguished
Lavww Predissoe, the cmerituis dear of Loy, UNN and
former United Mations Rapporteur on trafficking
in persons, especially women and children, She
is a versatile legal scholar recognized as a leading

On free legal aid, which has become the mainstay of WACOL
because of the believe that without redress and accountability,
the impunity of human rights violation will continue, WACOL
is considered as the number one legal aid service provider for
women and girls in Nigeria for providing assistance to about
2,000 on an annual basis with over 4,000 drop-ins yearly

authirrity oo the rights of women and children in
Africa. She founded WACOL and Tamar SARC
as well as pioneered the teaching of women,
children and the law in 1997, including developing
a curriculum for the teaching of human rights,
health law and reproductive rights in Nigerian
Lrniversities and sexual harassment policy for
education institutions and workplaces.

o mention a few, Prof. Ezeilo is the 2009
winner of the National Human Rights Award
and was also honoured with the civil society
award of excellence by the UN Development
Programmee (LN LN Women n oollaboration
with the Embassies of the US, Germany, France,
EL! Dydessation and the British High Comimission o
mark the International Women's Day Awards Cala
H122 held at the US Consul General’s Residence,

Eulogising, the wwork of WACOL and its founde,
Chatrman of the occasion on the celebration of
I5th anniversary of WACOL, Professor Theoma
Eremue (mni) of the Faculty of Law, UNN
described Prof Joy Ezeilo as an international
woman activist of repule. According to her, it
is not easy to celebrate 25 years of quality service
fox humanity, adding “it is the Lords” doing and
it is marvelous noour eves.”

"oy Exetlo s WALOL and vice versa. She 1 an
international woman activist of great repube. She
is our digital Professor in the faculty. We call her
“Ada Eji Eje Mba” { A daughter her commumity
is proud of), She made the list of the most 50
wordd mternational wosnen, WACOH has esgrancled
s0 much as one of the leading human nghts
orpanizations in the world. T congratulate the
WACOL family for the outstanding work it had
continued o do to better the society at farge. |
say Kudos!"

Goodwill messages were sent from: funders and
associates of WACOL. Such as representatives of
Stabes and  Federal Government; WACOL Boards
Divector, Justioe Mekem Baiakao (etd), UN Human
Rights, UM Women, UNDE UNBCEF, Action Aid
Nigeria, Ford Foumdabion, Jobn [ and Catherine
T MacArthur Foundation, J44A, DFID/ British
Coumal, WACOL Alumni, Teomma Arya Osibologm;
Traditional Rubers represenied by Tpwe Bam: Ralph
B (hpwe 50505 Representative of CS0s/NOOs/
Women's Movement, D Abiola Akivodse; CBO/
Faith-based Organizations represented by Rev. Fr
Ambrose Ekeroku of Carmedite Prisoners’ Inteest
Chymanization (CAPIO), and ustice GO Nnamang,
President of Customary Court.

Thee higghleehit of the anmiversary was the prosente
tion of awards to those whi have contributed
significantly o the gaowth of WACOL over the past
25 vears of defending human rights and promioting,
women and girls empowerment, They included:
Presfessor Chimyers Stedla Clamwe {DVC Acadenics)
Paul University, Awka, former Chief of Staff to
Governor Peter Obi and First Female Professor
of Mass Communication in Sub-Saharan Africa),
Emeritus Professor Obioma Nwaorgu (Feflow,
Academics of Sdence) and Executive Divector,
Global Health awareness Research Foundation
(GHARF), Lodo Bowe Joy Ekoh, Mrs. Hislery Eae,
and Sir Amby Uneze, Senior Corresponcdent of
THISDAY Mewspapers, Owerri.

Ihe wish of Professor Ezeilo is that “WACOH.
will continse to foous on ransforming societies. for
greater ecognition and respect for women's rights
mn law and practice. In doing so it wall intensify
social and legislative advocacy Tt will engage
in evidenoe-based research and data collation
that will inform policy change and advocacy for
law reforms, especially ones that will dose the
gendder gaps,

“T wyill emdd b savingz that today s better than
yesterday and tomormow holds our attainments
of ideals of democracy and developiment that are
engendered. Whilst acknowledging progress and
milestones recorded, it is not vet Uhuru and we
miust continue to focus on dismantling structunes
and enablers of viokence against women and girls,
gender discriminabion and inequalibes,”

She urged povernments by fulfill her stake
responsibilities  and  effectively  implement
extant laws on human rights, women's rights,
and children's nights, including for persons with
disabilities, adding “WACOL would continue
ey raise the accountabilify stake unhl s vision
i5 achiesved.”
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Lafarge Africa: Educating Cross River Youths for

Greater Future

Bassey Inyang writes that in accordance with its corporate social responsibility, Lafarge Africa is
making serious contributions to the education sector in Cross River

Students of West African People’s Institute, Diamond Hill, Calabar that are beneficiaries
of Lafarge Africa’s Education Support Programme

e importance of education to the

overall development of the human

person and society cannot be over-

emphasised. For example, the late

MNelson Mandela said, “Education
is the most powerful weapon which you
can use to change the world,” In o similar
breath, former US President Barack Obama
said, “In a global economy where the most
valuable skill you can sell is vour knowledge,
a poodd education is no longer just a p.-!ﬂ'lw.'!],'
bo ‘Ii'lurl'unlh - it is a prerequisite.”

Mandela’s and Obama’s slatements un-
derscored the holistic essence of education.

The late Chief Chaferni Avwolowo knew that
education was invaluable in total development,
He introduced free education in the then-Old
Western Region between 1954 and 1962 during
his time as the jer, with enduring benetits,
Successive local, state and federal povernments
have striven to copy that template. However,
amidst competing budgetary demands, these
efforts by governments are grosshy inadequate.

Ower the years, the federal and state govern-
ments have demonstrated their incapability,
whether deliberately or otherwise, to adequately
finance their respective education sectors by
not setting aside at least 20 per cent of their
annual budget for the sector as recommended
by United MNations Education Cultural and
Scientific Organisation (UNESCO).

Therefore, governments at all levels have
solicited the support of the private sector in
funding education. Long before the appeal,
Lafarge Africa had ventured o contribute,
even mare than its quoka, o the developrment
of education in various parts of the country
where it has stakes.

The company’s massive contribution to the
education sector abounds in s host communi-
ties in Cross River State, where the cement
manufacturer has its facturj..' in Mfamosing,
Akamkpa council area

Revently, the company H]:'Hl’]'ll.‘tlim IMATIZET
at the Mfamesing Plant, Mrs ldara Uyok,
disdlosed that as part of its CSR, it had provided
educational support to 130 scholars in secondary
and tertiary institutions in the state.

GEDE Foundation s the education consul-
tant to Lafarge Africa on implementing the
company’'s educational support programmes
in its host communities in Cross River.

A representative of the foumdation, Mr John
Bassey, told THISDAY about some aspects of
the educational support programme.

“l work with GELXE Foundation as a vol-
unteer. We facilitate the educational sector of
Lafarge in terms of CSE in the communities.
We handle the payment of fees for students in
the schools in our host communities, and we
also provide them with study materials like
textbooks and exercise books,” said Bassey. 'l
think Lafarge is doing very, very well, They
have been able to train a lot of students. Like
in the last WAEC, we have our scholarship
student as one of the best with 5 As.”

Bassey said GEDE ensures that the students

maintain a high standard of perfor-
mance in their academics by doing
regular checks and follow-ups on
the general performances in their
various schools.

Lafarge Africa scholarship scheme,
otherwise tagmed Educatinnal ."'fn]:'l-
port’, provides M1K0000 with every
session to each benefiting student
across its 17 host communities,
mostly in the Southern senatorial
district of the state.

Aside from the cash paid directly
tor the beneficiaries, Lafarge Africa
has renovated schools, built ad-
ditional blocks, staff quarters,
and modern toilet facilibes, and
provided boreholes as a source of
clean water in mast schools. Tt also
.uupplig-d uniforms, sandals, books,
and desks to the schools based on
their demands without charge.

The Chairman of the Commmunity
Relations Committee (CRC) of
Lafarge Host Communities, Niufam
Alphonsus Bassey, who hails from
Mbobi Clan in Akampka LGA, said,
"F'l.'q_'r.'.' year, our children who are
in secondary schools, about 10
of them, are given what we call
educational support. Lafarge Africa
pays their school fees, g1l.|;-1 them
uniforms, and buys books. They
call the programme ‘hack-to-school”,
They give educational support to
our children who are schooling at
the University of Calabar, Cross
River State University, College of
Education Akampka, and other
ertiary institutions. At the moment,
we have about four of them that
they are supporting.”

THISDAY visited some schools in
Calabar and the rural communities
to check the veracity of these claime.

At the West African Peoples
Institute (WAPI), located in Calabar
Municipality, Master Nisi Thomas
Agada, a serdor secondary three (553)
student and one of the beneficiaries
of the Lafarge Africa :'-Eh{'llﬂl'tihip
programme, fold THISDAY, “Tt has
been very interesting and Lafarge
has really helped me in particular
because my parents were having
very serious problems in paying
my “schpol fees. So, T am thanking
Lafarge for ev erything they have
done for me. | promise Lafarge that
I will be successful in my WAEC,
MECO, and JAMB." '

Miss Blessing Edet Bassey, whao
hiails from Essien Tow n in Calabar
Municipality, added, “T am in J53. |
was very happy the first day they
came o pay my school fecs. !"u'h
parents were Jupp» too. My father

Teachers and nurses quarters at Ekong hnalm Community, Akamkpa LGA

is very happy that his child is among those
that got a scholarship from Lafarge.

Blessing Eyamba Etim from the Akpabuyo
community, a |53 student of WAPL, also com-
mended the company’s initiatives.

At Government Secondary School, Akarsoko,
Akprﬂ'lu'yn counctl ans, some students in the
schonol, Miss Racheal Elijah, Miss Happiness
Victor Asuquo, Miss Idorenvin Emmanuel
Cletus, Miss Happiness Etim Fssien, Miss Esther
Bassey Sunclay, and Master Elkanah Manasseh
Jonah, all beneficiaries of the Lafarge Africa
educational support lauded the company's
programme.

Elijah said, “Tam in J55 2 [ am so happy to
be on a scholarship because it is not easy for
someone o send another person to school. |
promise that [ will try as much as possible to
be intelligent and also grow into a nesponsible
citizen o support pthers, | |'IHP(-‘ to H‘I‘lld:.-
medicine. | thank Lafarge very much for
giving me this opportunity.”

Jomah, an 552 male student said, “1 thank
Lafarge for all they have done for us because
it is not easy to pay school fees, even if it is
done in instalments every term. They have
helped me and helped my mother in paving
my fees. | am doing well n school now, mone
than before, because my mingd is setthed.”

Government Secondary School, Akwa Tkot
Effanga, bears a glaring testimony of Lafarge
Africa’s intervention with the 1‘11n1|_‘ltt"l:-l:* ren-
vation of the entire classroom blocks, thus
providing the school with the necessary and
condudve ambience for teaching and leaming,

The I"riru;i];t;;i[, I.ﬁtl:.' A,L..'-]nhquﬂlng Mediatrix
Ljor, said aside from the renovation, e cement
company built and equipped a new lodge for
NYSC members who form a large chunk of the
teachers” cadre in the school. She commencded
Lafarge Africa for supplying the school with
plenty of desks, books, and uniforms and
awarding scholarships to students.

Fowvever, she urged the company to ensure
that school authorities are also consulted
alongside the community in the selection
of beneficiaries of the educational support
imitiative,

Umoh Edet Okon, an 552 female student,
and Joseph Claon Effiong of the same dass said
they are enjoving Lafarge Africa’s scholarship.

“The scholarship has dhallenged me o study
more, 1 know all of us under scholarship said
we cannot disappoint Lafarge and our parents,
and we cannot joke with our future, so we
must build it now. We thank God that Lafarge
5 I"Ii.-"lrlil'tH us o build our tomormow,” stated
Umaoh.

Realising the importance of early childhood
education, and the essence of building their
education on a solid foundation, Lafarge
Adrica also provided educational support 1o
primary schools in its catchment areas. A ypical
example of the company’s intervention at this
critical stage of educational development is
Ciovernment Primary School, Abiati, Akambpa
Local Government Area.

Head Teacher of the primary school, Mr Overe
Alfred Ujong, told THISDAY that the school
had virtually collapsed and was going into
extinction when Lafarge Africa got information
about its sorry state and promply responded.

He said the company intervened compri-
hensively and brought the school back to life.

I came here some years ago and saw the
school, It was almost buried. Thank God
Lafarge came with their prinvision of textbooks,
uniforms, sandals, and desks. Even this year,
they have sent in National Youth Service Conps
members,” said Ujong.

Ljong added, “It is an old school established
in 1993, It got L‘l[;:‘l.i'!'IL‘tr1tt'1.1 brut since Lafarge
renovated i, it has encouraged parents 1o negister
their children. The cry was thal teachers were
leaving here. 1 didn’t meet up to 20 children
in this school, but by now, T can boast uF 70
}.'ll.EllliH because of the efforts of I;‘ltgl.r%:

In the school, Exie Florence Oghogho,
NY5C member and a Delta State P’ul}'th:hmc
graduate, said she was posted to the school
at the instance of Lafarge Africa,

"Almost every day, parents bring in more
children o be registered because there are more
teachers to teach them and maore classrooms
that can accommuodate the growing number
of children coming,” she said.

Lafarge Africa’s support is wider than public
schools as private schools and their shodents ane
accommodated, provided for, and catered for,

A good example is Immaculate Conception
Secondary School, Mfamosing, Akamkpa LOA,
a private academic institution,

The school's principal, Sir James N, Achu
(KSM), told THISDAY about the support
received from Lafarge Africa,

Achu said, “They have given us desks which
have really helped in feaching and leaming, They
have equally given nine students scholarships.
They have been supporting us by posting
MWYSC members to help the students in the
teaching and leaming process.”

The principal said Lafargze has even gone a
step further outside the classroom by providing
mentorship o the students, espedially the female
students who are prone to vulnerabilities in
rural settings.

“They come in for sensitisation, especially
for female students, so that they can put
maore effort. They bring in female engineers
to showvease them and mentor the students to
reatlly quewe inand ke their studies seriously;
that w]h:u a man can do, a woman can do
better if given the opportunity,” Achu added.
“The sensitisation s in the right direction,
particularly in the rural areas, so that they
will take their studies seriously and know that
they can become professionals in future. So
we commend Lafarge in that aspect. Lafanze
also takes the students out of here to events
in Calabar and other places just to expose
them and give them more education.”

Achu, however, requested more support
from the benevolence of the glant cement
manufacturing company.
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Morning

Cirdle:

Some early learners observing their morning circle

dhood Education

Mystery to Excellent Early

Kuni Tyessi writes that play, also formally known as morning

circle in the early childhood education sphere, has been

ssl

underestimated in the Nigerian setting. Nonetheless, wit
documented research and empirical evidence, records have proven
thatplay isanatural power thatequipsa child forbetter attentiveness,
understanding and assimilation, among several benefits

b chiildren betweon

the ages of three-

five were all =eated

on mats spread on

the sand outside

their clazses, under trees
that provided shades from
the compulsory Vitamin D
that normally surfaced in
the early hours of the day.
This was after holding
their hands alongside their
teachers in a cyclical style
and jumping while joyfully
singing the songs being
taugeht them by the caregivers
whir are primarily their first
teachers, after parents whao
have been active partners
in the children's teaming
and development, a shared
vision in the role of play in
pre-primary programimes,
The teachers who had been
trained by the United Mabions
Children's Fund (UNICEF)
and in collaboration with the
European Union and the
Sokoto State government
had been taught that early

brain stimulation is the foun-
dation of leamning. This is
not without nutrition which
miedical experts identified
as core to a child’s holistic
growth,

Being equipped with such
knowledge, they realised the
importance of the morming
circle and adopted it as a
germane method in introduc-
ing lessons to be taught in
class to the early learners
through the power of play.

In furtherance to its cru-
sade on ECE, UNICEF, at a
rwo-day media dialogue in
Sokoto, had spoken through
the country director of Early
Childhood  Development
Initiative, Nigeria, Dr Amy
Panyi. She explained the
play’'s importance for ECE
and mentioned the five
benefits of the underrated
performance: crifical thinking,
innowvation, executive func-
tion, all-round development
and hands-on.

PMays have been exclusively

adopted into several schools
as an ECE curriculum with
the help of breakfast which
is sometimes served to the
pupils in a school to increase
enrollment and participation.
However, this hasn't been
sustainable as supplies have
been epileptic in Sokoto.
Globally speaking, UNICEF
has revealed that less than
ong in three children aged
three and four attend ECE.
In Nigeria, over one in three
children (36 per cent) attend,
with at least 10 million
children not enrolled. This
is not forgetting that large
inequalities persist, with only
eight per cent of the poorest
children versus 78 per cent of
the richest children attending
ECE. Although they were
taught in the combination of
English and Hausa languages
at the Magaji Abdullahi
MNursery School in the Shagari
Local Government Area of
the state, the children were
enthusiastic about learning

Babcock Student Wins NiWARD
the Year’ Award

Funmi Ogundare

A S500-level  Agriculture
and Industrial Technology
student, Babeock University,
[hshan-Remo in Ogun, Heman
Gabriel Zakaria, has emenzed
winner of the 2022 Farmer of
the Year’ award, following his
cutstanding performance at
the national contest of the M-
zeria Women in Agricultural
Research for Development
award (NiWARD),
Zakaria, who shared the
limelight with his supervisor
and Head of Department,
Dr Bukola Osuntade, stood
out for his performance and
abstract presentation on the
FILATI method of preservation,

a simple and inexpensive wag;
of keeping vegetables fres
without electricity.

The initiative aims to
achieve the Sostainable
Development Goal (SDC)
of zero hunger in Nigeria
by encouraging innovative
research in agriculture.

Mine finalists emenged from
the three categories online at
the NIWARD annual general
conference comprising: in-
termediate (undergraduate
or  graduates),  advanced
{postgraduates, early  to
late career researcher) and
stakeholder  {agricultural
practitioner).

Apart from these, a fourth
category of the winner, the

'lélﬁr‘rlu's choice, could be
"mm any of the three top
contestants.

Zakaria emerged as the
top winner and the people’s
choice, for which he clinched
a cash prize of 100,000, a
plaque and the NIWARD
farmer of the year award
(NFA).

Ni\"‘n".-il_{i] 15 the Nigerlmj
chapter of the prestigious Af-
rican Women in Agriculbural
Research and Development
(AWARD) which organised
the contest dunng the maiden
edition of its Farm o Mouth
Agro-contest from August 1
to November 30, 2022,

The Vice-Chancellor, Prof
Ademola Tayo, expressed de-

courtesy of the setting and
mode of teaching, particu-
larly its introduction,

The early learners, when
spoken to, could identify the
names, objects, usefulness or
otherwise of things shown to
them in the subjects under
focus, namely Mathemnatics,
I'-.ngliah, Hausa, T'h}rsim]
Health Education and Arabic.
This is proof that there has
been an improvement in the
quality of education, an in-
crease in school participation
and gracduation rates, and
stronger economic and social
development.

Furthermore, strengthen-
ing Families understanding
of the value of play in
pre-primary settings and
al home, as well as engaging
families and communities
in ';iuppurtin% a play-based
approach to leaming, does
not only protect a child's
ability to play safely bul
the ability to understand
and to interpret.

‘Farmer of

light about the breakthrough,
saving that if implemented,
the research inmovation will
help drive the much talked
about food and agricultural
revoalution  the country i
yearning for.

In another development,
a 400-level student of Mass
Communication, Oluwatoyin
Agewvobe, chinched the second
place trophy of the Advertis-
ers Association of Nigeria's
Future Leader of Marketing
award.

An elated Ajewole said,
"This award has opened
many opportunities for me
already, and | plan to do and
achieve more things in the
marketing space.”

Nekede Poly Invents Electric
Car, Drone As Rector Marks
Four-Year Tenure

Amby Uneze | [0

The Rector of the Federal
Polytechnic, Nekede, Owerrd,
Michael Arimanwa, says the
institution has developed far-
reaching inventions over the
past four years of his tenure,
ncluding an electric car and
a security drone.

He also promised that the
institution would not victimise
a student, Ogechi Okoroafor
Sharon, whose controversial
video went viral, as the
polytechnic  management
continued to investigate her
claim she graduated “with the
help of God and her private
part.”

Addressing journalists, the
rector said due process would
be followed in handling her
claims in the viral video and
make their findings known
to the public soon,

While reeling out a list of
abridged achievements he re-

cotthed in his four-yvear tenure,
the rector said TETFetfund
had assisted in meeting the
set goals.

According to him, as the
eighth substantive rector of the
institution, he has provided
transformational leadership
consistent with 14 goals and
72 targets he set for himself
before his emergence.

He had also redefined
leadership with his disarming
charisma, meekness, humility,
brlliance and innovativeness,
as  his  achievements  are
comprehensive, integrated
and edlectic, embracing all the
sectors of life at the foremost
institution.

Thee rector, whose Fvevear
tenure would end next
veat, stated that he had
maintained the status of
best-performing polytechnic
in Migeria, according to the
Mational Board for Techmical
Education (NBTE)

Seadogs Tasks FG on
Quality Education for

Nigerians

The National Association
of Seadogs (NAS), Pyrales
Confraternity, has urged the
federal and state governments
to renewy theie commitment to
providing quality education for
all Migerians as a matter of rights
and as a strategy of ensuring
that every child meaches their
full potential.

The Olympus Marino Deck,
Rivers State Chapter 1 of NAS,
made this call after donating
training materials and books
to primary schools in the
Deperna bocal government anea
b commemorate this vear's
Intemational Day of Education.

Speaking at the event, Mr lche
Wondu, Capoon, the Obanpus
Mawine Dk, acvised the goveny
ment b invest in infrastrocture,
leacher traiming, and provision of
educational materials, as well as
addressing caltural attifucdes and
syshemic barriers to education.

Wordu stressed that thiough

Sanwo-Olu
Okunneye as

Funmi Ogundare

Covernor Babajide Sanwo-Olu
has approved the appointment
of Prof Bidemi Bilkis Lafiaji-
Okunneye as the substantive
Vice-Chancellor of the Lagos
State Liniversity of Education
(LASUED), ljanikin and Epe
Campuses,

In a letter, the Head of
Service, Mr Hakeem Muri-
Olkuriola, s Hwe appointrment
of Lafiaji<Okunneye, which
will take effect from March
1, 2022, is for a single term
of five years,

“T am h'ﬂ[} y o convey the
approval of Mr Babajide Olu-
sola SamworCHu, the Governor
of Lagos State of yvour appoint-
meent as Vice-Chancellon, Lagos
Stake Liniversity of Education

cross-sechoral  synengies  and
increased  policy  emphasis,
Migeria could build a future
in which every Nigerian has
aooess o eduction opportumies.

He rusbec] that the posemment
had sustained a low budget foe
the sector amidst strikes by teadh-
ers and other workers, inadequate
and dilapidated infrastructures,
msuificient research, shortage of
skilledd workforce, insecurity,
and brain drain, among other
challenges bedevilling the sector.

According to the NAS leader
in Port Hareoart, the dearth of
education at the lower level
oontinues, althcugh the first nine
vears of education in Nigeria
are compulsory and free by
Migena's UBE Act.

He listed the several policy
nefficiencics  responsible  for
Migeria's education outcomes,
including acoess to education,
madegquate infrastructure, low
quality of education, fundimg
shortages and limited opportuni-
ties for girls,

ints Lafiaji-

VC

(LASLTED) for a single term
of five years with eftect from
March 1, 2002 the lether stated.
It added, “In appooving vour
appuointment, the stake govern-
memit expects vou b continue
b demomstrate a high level
of dedication, diligence and
selilessness in the discharge
of your duties to justify the
confidence and trust reposed
in you by Mr Governor”
Muri-Okunola congratu-
lated the new VC and urged
her to continue demonstrating,
a high level of dedication,
diligence and  selflessness
b0 justify the confidence
reposed in her by the state
government, fast-tracking the
growth of the new university
to achieve set goals and ac-
celerated development.
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TRIBUTE

Tola Ogunnubi

v mother once old me by
gmt’mg Williams Shakespeare
nat “Ingratitude & worse than a
traitor's armn”. This has been my
life's driving principle groswing
up while watching my beother
since | enmlled under his tutelage. Emi Told mo one
Waords fail me to pay a deserving tribute o |F1=-|h.:1|:r_-:
the greatest brother that ever trod the face of planet
earth. Exacly & decades today, a fine, intelligent,
extremedy himnbbe, quintessental gentleman was
bom into the Pa Baac Avorinde Ogunnuobi dan in
lieh-Chaderde (now Dolphin Estabe) area of Lagos
State of Migeria, He is the 15t son and st child, [am
the 15t son and st chled from the rear of our panents
We have a lot of things in common. But above all,
he s such a rare e, An enigma with inmense
outstanding perscnality, A verv admimable gentle
fine man wiih distinglished character. He had a
mest precodious growth and excelled in academics,
life’s schiol and character,

T am a fvirg testirnony of your magnanimity, your
direct berevolence of a pood heart speaks vohirmes
m oy life. | benefited and got S lt by o, |d1.|,1|:‘|
yvour money no be small ﬁnilu&'. From the Lagrs
Seabe Model Ciollege, Kankon, Badagry o LINILACG,
b ersured | had & good academic wellbeing devoid
o worries or distacfions, He went out of his wavs fore
e, and he taught me and my other sibings, the giamo
of spartan disapline, the ethios of hygienic iving, the
greatness of erudition, the obligation of goodness, the
mierits of egrity and the kove of kindness. A brother
who ahways has the arswers i vour problems, Whalst
vou see the problem, he sees the prospedt and the

wibility. e will go out of his way o give you the

st support ptml’au. Brother, tharik vou for gving
me the best of the opportunities available.

Chrstened Cluwakanvode Timothy Oluswasesan, he
beggan a family anchosd on e prancipled ideals ol
rnoxality; resilionos, good heritage, stabdlibg forthrightness
and uprighiness, :

Asa voume b, 1 opmd an wstnt moded anc wortty
miendor vy brother, mowhom Tooukd trst, emulade
and fashion’ my life after Kayode as he i fondly
called, epitomises grace and charmcter, extremely neat
and fashionable, brilliant and reserved. Entrepremeur

540

S lL
From L-R Tola Ogunnubi and the celebrant Oluwakayode Ogunnubi

eciraondinine, Prolific Land administmbon, sucoessful
Estate Valuer, and distinguished Family Man.
Kayode, the primogenitor of many firsts
that lends ievocable credence to how much
comrnitment he invests in his personal endeavour
He made suie we rever lacked as his 5,-|umﬁ1.-r
ones even after the death of our parents. The
I'I.".-'l'i.ll\‘.‘iili"l'il'itit"w were much and tasking but with
an ever understrcing and suppoctive wike, there

weere no issues A oone hard worker, a complete
beariely husband, 2 mdibbe ared megporsible biothe,
an wihane tochnoerat and a chronic motivatoe
Supportive o a fault, defender to the end, his
corrective eves speak a million wonds Gl date.

He was clearly a shinimg Igght in those days
at CMS Grammiar School, Baryga Lages, Affer
his A levels, he went o the prestizious Yaba
Colbesre of Technokosry and equally went to the

Brother, Timothy Oluwakayode
Oluwasesan Ogunnubi @60

University of Migeria (UNN) whene he was the
best praduating shudent in hus time. | am deeply
proud of him. He came back 1o Lagos and enmilled
m the University of Lagos, Akoka Yaba for both
his M.5c and MBA

Marnied to a beautiful woman with 2 beautiful
heart, Patienoe Olamide Ounnubi they ane blesed
with 2 lovedy childnen. "

Tirmotvy O introchuced and put in place
the provess of .thm:m hin;;i-ﬁx::hh ificates
of Oooupancy waithin 4 davs of pavment. This mace
the Governor sign a backlog of 2500 certificates
in & day; the first in the country,

As 3 pacesetter, be was able o set in mobion
and reposition the Lands Bureau in Lagrs state o
aidd it in providing moee professionalized services,

Because of his professionalism and dedication
wirk, he was devaled © the position of a Pemmement
Secnetary i Hhe Lages State Civil Service

1 will newver et s esounding advioe whisever
| go- Do’ ever forget the child of whom you
are. Remember vou have the plorious namie of
this famly b protect’, Thiss ersares | never stray
away no matier what, As the first child of the
farnily from the near | make bold o say that |
am a'direct beneficiary of your large-hearedness,
cemebral gratification, godd name, lanzesse and
LIFECLHTAITILT Wik

O this occasion of vour birthday celebration
and retinement from the public serfioe of Lages
State today, 1 wish you mone suooesses, long hie,
a beamtifil harvest of your worthy and deserving
mvestnent on cameer and Bamily, soumed health,
peace of mind, a speecy accomplishment of your
vet clusive dreanmis and above all, all you wish
viourself. | oolebrate vou and | want you o keow
that we miay not abways agmee on sommany things
mavhe because [ have iy Tooks after you because
we both ook i from our Eather or beciuse viu aie
now getting old (smiles) as a younger version of
v, [ wrant vou o know oday that you are a rane
gt andd T Tove v You area good great man,

Friends and family, may 1 unbly fequest that
you wish my brother and mole model a happy
birthday for me, thank you all.

Tola Ogunnuly FILAMN, ANITR

Deputy Head, Coeporate Affairs, Nigerian
Agrculhiral fnsurance Corporation, NAKC, Abug

Obaseki U

Use of Technology to Reduce Delays,

Enhance Transparency in Procurement Process

Edo State Governos, Me Godwin
Obaseki, has advicated the use of
technology to reduce delays and
promiote acantability and trans-
panmicy i thie sfabe's procunement
procechuns

A staterment quoted Obaseld fo

have made the call at a oneday
rocurenment  workshop with
he themes “Public Procunement:
Compharg: with the L Flminaging
Delays,” hedd n Berin City,

He sand, "W ane fryings B ensume
that we deliver services promipdly
b o citizens, andd when we delay,
we morense the cost significantly for
the gowernment,

“There is a need for us to take
the process of procurement very
serioushy, We ae improving value
EH“EIH‘ with i.i'rrl'h:r ifmlit};u_'lcrrk

ving: done in all spheres, mcuding
nw% and buildings, among others,
and shiwing that something & going
o rght i our procurerment process

At Imo Rally, Sanwo-Olu Drums Support for Tinubu

Lagrs Stabe Gaowemaoe, Me: Babajide
SarvwoeC iy, vesterday, unmed e
hﬁ:ﬂplr of Imo Stk b voke for
w presicdential candidate of the
All Progressives Congmess (APC),
Boly T at the Satunckay Febnaary
25 presiclental poll
fer saricd the MNcligbo in Lapos State
were already with Tinubu for his
victory in the presidential election,
andd thensfore urged all N{’righﬁ,
particulary the people of Tmo Skt
and MNigerians af large o bring about
rerewer] hope by coming oul en

but the bad habit of the past is still
present with some of us”

Obaseki  confinued:  “Henee,
this workshop & o remind us
that the process of procurement is
very important for ws as it is about
obfaining valoe for the money put
under our cang, and revmind s of
the expectations and  behaviours
expectd of us which if we don't
abcle by the systerm suffers.

“We il o realise that we are
holdirg public trust,. Tagevens’
peverins ane appivprivbed and put
uericher our cane o procume gpocks and
servies, Is that process of procuringg
Lsmg money uncer our cane for the
genevality of our people being done
rght or abused? o

“We are one of the first states o
have adopted eprocurement and
promulgated a law to support the
process,

Aomneding to bim, “When you go
aginet the provisions of the procure-

e fo vobe For Tinsbu monext
wiek's presidential election, as well
asall the APC candidabes conbesting
m e forthooming general elecion.

Sarmwo-Ch, l.".i'TH!l spobe at the
APC presidential rally my Ohwern,
saird, ] bringg you groefings from the
Cemtre of Excollenoe B the stabe of

sk hope fo show that there 5 a
haridshake acnoss the Nigen whene
all VIRIT Per » ares Thesr want me o
cosmie hene o tell vou fhat even the
Migho in Lagos are with Asiwaju

"gh wee have come here i show

ment ad, vou're doing scmething
criminal and i#'s justiceable. So, of
vt have ot read the procunement
laws of 2020, please do w0 o avoid
bwiryz easy Bumnets for prsecution as
IETICEANGE B N0t an s

"We have now passed  that
stage wihene you can just do it and
oot away with it There are kegal
repeniesions. Commissaonens and
Permanent Secnedanes procuring n
ther agencies witfhout 2 proouaement
plannng aormmities can be changed
and putin prison. A few seice public
officials are beng imvestiated now
and unfortunately; they are going
tor be tried for things like this and
that is poing to be the way going
forward,” )

“When vou ook at the procurns
ment low against a cashless socety; it
bevomes easy o st soe and explain
b things have happened

The governor further added,
“Things ame changey, 1t has Become

your that wie ane the same. That is
w1 henve oo dovn home o showy
sobcdanaty with the geat hope in fmo
St and the hoye Bat & mrewad ki
Migmeria urcler the able lesdership of
i presicential canclidate, Astwaqu
Faoila Ahmed Tinubu

“We want to thank vou, Mr
President, for keeping to your
word that you will join vs on the
carmpaign frain in all of the regional
states in the country. We want fo
thank you, sin, for coming down
here o show everyone thal indeed

easy o anahee e amounts of data
thocrigh technofomy: Ao, people talk
and it is very difficult fo undertake:
a aime alone. There is so musch
irformation available oday that it i
increasingly difficult today 1o keep
siorets, So, #'s important do things
properhy: The egrvemanent platfonm
& s there 1o help us dediver servios
properly 1o our citizens

W have one of the strongest

procurenent agendes in e country
and tockay; stales aome o understudy
our procurernent process. We know
what i do 50 we must do what
we need o do.”

O his part, the Managing Dinec-
bor, Edo State Public Procurement
Agency, Me Henry fdogun, noted
i the hallnaks of proficent public
priocurnerienit e fairmess, robability,
evomorny, efficiency, arspanncy,

competitiveness, accountabality, and
ethical standands,

“There shoudkd be bioad participa-
tian by vanious finms and contrackrs
bidding for a contract rather than
Hmifirg it to just a few as the
process will open. That way, we
will be getting the best. We ‘must
b L'Hli.ﬁ:a i our proceduns as you
us pushiic fumnds boe what they ae
mwant for” be added.

US Restates Confidence in
Nigeria’s Electoral Process

Michael Olughode in Abuja

The Unied St Assistank Secnetany
of State for African Affairs, Molly
Phee, has expressed confidence

o are a President for all,

“We want o thank vou for the
gt Tgbo comamumity and 1 bring
i gt o all of ws m Lages
that we stand with vou across ﬁx
Miger. Wi standd with you !'I-'ii.‘l.'irﬁ
that the nenewed hope is here ang
the gmeat hope of I is also here.

”il\‘ uts grrout nest week Satanday
il o the ighk thirgs: dio the rightful
thing and bring sbout & renevwed
hope under the hope of fmo inte the
Presidency of the Federal Republic
of Miggeria, God blisss vou all”

i the ongoing dectoral proces
in MNigrria

Phew, who has been in Nigeria
for @ week-lomg engaimng with
civil society crganisations, youths,
the private  sector, n_-l.iE,iuus
leaders, election officials, political
party leaders and  government
representatives, ve the pass
mark during a roundtable with
journalists at the US Embassy in
Abwija, yestorday. ’

PMhaxe, in her comments on the
pockats of vickmoe to the build-up
o the election, the scamcity of naira
notes and the call for an interim
government i some  quarters,
saick “We hope there would be
no viekenoe betore, during ard
after the meneral elections.

o have a good history from
1950 that wou ped strovper affer eadh
edection and we are very proud of
fhuat. The L5 has a strong confickeroe

m b elechon.”

She revendexd that her courtry has
a0 roch invderest n Nigeria bocause
of the critical position the country
oocupies in the sub-region, Africa
and the world at langze.

She noted that MNigena has a
very mbust electoral syskem that
wotld ensure free, fair and oedible
general elections.

The US official  while
commending Hw peace acoord
sgmed by ]'\i'l?h_s'lj actoes which wes
geamed fowas ensuring a peaochul
exercise, calied on all Migerians (o
hun actions that woulkd wndenine
e dermocratic processes.

She challenged all Nigerans o
showy indieresst in the crgying ebectonl

woess by fully gething mvolved

She saicl: "INEL has asawed thal
it is prepaned o bold e elochion.
That's why Nigerians shoukd take
cwmenship of the election.”
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NIKKAH CEREMONY BETWEEN ABDULWARITH MOBOLAJI

AND SARAT TEITAO..

L-R: Father of the Bride, Bayo Alabidun;Former chairman of Punch Nigeria Limited, Chief Ajibola Ogunshola; the Groom Abdulwarith Maobolafi, the bride, Sarat Temitayo;Father of the GroomDauda
Olawale,and Admin Judge Lagos, Oyekan Abdullai At the Nikkah ceremony between Abdulwarith Mobolaji and Sarat Temitayo held in Lagos... recently

Buhari to South East Leaders:

It's Better We Carry On Together

®Says he'll continue to showease Tinubu as APC candidate ®Presents him to Imo traditional
council, urges national cohesion @l want to be, I deserve to be president, ex-Lagos gov declares

Deji Elumaoye in /\buja

Presichent Muhammadu  Buban,
vosterday, b the people of the
South East resion of the country
that, having been through thick and
than, it wis betier they camied on
togethir as anmire

Speakingg m Owend, e Imo St
capslal, at a meeting with members
of the stale’s Tmditional Council,
Buhan meiterated his readiness to
conbire B showease Bola Towibo
it e proesicential standard beaner of
MIL:J g All Progressives Congres
{APC),

The Presdent said e had
already followed Tinubu bo some
states, ncluding MNasarawa, Katsina
and Sokoto and was prepared to
showvcase the candidate m mome
places, addmg akso that, he had
comne 0 present him (Tinubu) o
the traditional council and indigenes
of the state.

The Coundl at the meetmg
howiewriad Budar with a tradibon
tithe, “Tywarme Dinamba’, A Brother
in LAaspora ]

The President thanked Eze Tmo,
His Fawal Magesty, Eae Dr Emmanued
Chukswuagms Claske, o the ieoogi-
tion, assunng him that he woukd
continue o demonstrate his love for
the South East and cifizens.

thank you so much for thes
honowr that [ will continue o
remember for the rest of my life,
Thank vou for getting all the Senior

dtisens o meceive us. We have

experinced  difficult fimes as a
ety and dscovered that o is
bretter o carry om fogether” hie saicd

President” Buhari noted  the
value of shared national vision

that evihances cobesion, umging mom:
I:'I-II'IH(H'&}' FR TS stabe and rodu !1.|1|

bevels as “pood nefghbours.”

The President urged Nigerians to
memnain good netghbours and show
therneedves as one, saying, "God has
brpmighit us b, and thie party also
browght us to vou.”

In his remiarks, Tinubu thanked
the Imo Trachtiomal Counal for the
:unﬁ'lul:'u v on Valentme's Diay, say-
i, 1 pay mspoct vl the tradioeal
ruliers that have received us at the
palace. | present myself as the mosi
capable and competent person to
shp o the shoes of e man you
Fawne pust honouned.

“l want to be, and deserve o
b the President and | will follow
the footsters of President Buhan,
whem I.'I.L"!.;!-H.L ot 1if edectecd. 1 wall
consolidate on our unity, develop-
ment and camaraderie, It is only in
peace that we can develop.

"o rmentioned upsrading of
echucational instibutions, Education &
the greatest weapon we can deploy
apainst poverty. We are here today
e of the bemetit of educabion,”
the presidential candidate said.

Caowernor Hope Usodinma of
Imo Sate, said the honour was
well deserved, considering the
sl B‘I‘IF&,‘H_‘tlfn‘E'ﬁ.\iﬂt Buhan's
admmestraton on indrastructune m

the state, with upgrade of higher
institutions, road cwstnictions and
appaintments in key positions.

Acoondimygs o e, e maugnm-
faon o e MICC road in e central
aity by the Presiclent fuuthes revenbed
the penchant for approving progcts
that would imprwe the Ivelihood
of thwe peoplee

"Wonds ane not enough o shiwy

Adedayo nAbujaand
Gideon Arinzein Enugn
Presidential candidate of the Peoples
Democratc Party (L), Atiku
Abubakar, has boasted that the
the main opposition party would
form the st sovernmicnt after
the February 25 presidenitial bowt.

Adikwy, who stated this vestenday
churing e presiclential canmpaign of
the parkty i Enugu State, refheratod
it b s goingr b b the shopping:
stome for Igbo presidency

The: former vicepresicent said,
"When T came bere a few months
agey o abtenich a sonal conference of
the South Fast, 1 said o the lghos |
arm going to be the stepping stone
o the fgbo presdency: And [ mean
it Whether an kgho man is from the
South East or South South, it s the
same rage and oday, my nmning
mate is an kebo man. It is a imivers;

our apprecation o the president,”
the gowemior sad, noting that crude
ol theft in the siabe had been halted
by creation of a naval base by
the presicent, and mon® seourity
structures had been put in place
for the wellbeing of the []':. e

His wonds: "Tor further showy love
by oir |'Il.5.lt1|.l' o Valemtine's Dy,
o peophe have agevd o suppon

ethnic group, it s a universal raoe,
"G, iy fellona brothers and selers,
the people of Enugu State, | want
v ko continue believing and |
want you o continue supportng
the PO because DI & Enugy ane
Enugu is PD T want bo ket you
know that this country is peaned
fowvands ety a FOP govermment
Do ot b an esacepion and die not
be a minority: The nest povermment
i going o be formed by the PDP
"Theredome, as you have always
beem, be in the mainsteam of
Mapenian polibics because that s the
oy waty that can bring about the
prospenity, econonic developmend,
the peace and the securiby vou ane
lookaryz for in this part of the country
and the country m general”
Maticnal Chairman of the party;
[, borchia Ay, said voting the
rulimg Al Progresives Con
(APC) wondd not sohve the problem

Amnesty International Tasks FG on Violence-free Elections

Clobal  watchdog,  Amnesty
Inermational, has again tasked
the federal povemiment to ensure
that the presidential and MNational
Assernbly elections fixed for Febrr
ary 25 ane froe from viokence and
intirrticlation.

[t atso vrged the gevemament: to
ervure that efece medsuns ane
put 1 place o protect all particparts
ard prenvent s mchibs violations

In a staterment ssued last ghi
and signed by its Media Manager,
lsa S, he global ights gmoup
called tm P bl perties, polibcans,
seoumty fomes and mbersE grogps i
refrasn from aondoning, or enyaging
iy, viclkence o mciement that ok
chprive pecple of their neman nights,

sanusi quoted the Director of
Amnesty h&mﬁﬁ{m] Mipeia, Osai
Cligho, as saying: *The desperation

of political actors during election
campaigns, expressed  recently
throdigh cases of Tncilemnent, as well
as atlacks on campalgn convoys
and individuals in some states,
is uracceptable. The failume of
the authorities o bring o fLL\-tiIJ.'
these responsilsle for deadly vickenoe
duirirg previous clocions has oested
an atmosphere of impunity and
ermboldened others,

"Thene is a pattem of gencher-
bamed violenoe, like threatening
wiomrment angd gk with rape ok "igllh
h\inl:irrﬁ.LTh'ir]'n-.'ir! T Vg,
thak rmust ceese. Nigrerian authoribies
st uph;li-si thear hnpman nizhis
abligations under intemational law
and the Nigerian Constitubion of
1954 {as amended) by making
sure that advecacy of hatred that
constifules inciternent to discrimina-

tion, hostility or viclence has no
place in the country.”

Recoumting how e leader of the
Labour Party in the Kaura Local
Caovernment Aren of Kadura State,
Victoria Chimiex, was killed on
Movernber 28, M- Clumo Abolagi
of the All Progressives Congress
{APC) m Kwara State was Kallod
after she was kidnapped in Mach
A2, a bus camymg joumalists
in the campaien comwvoy of Bola
Tinubu, the  sovemning APC
prosichintial canclidate n Lagos,
wits attacked on 19 Jurme 2022 and
others, Ofigho called on security
agences o constantly be at alert b
tackle insecunty during the eladions

She also noked fhat secunity
situation in the South-east has
deteriorated as the election ap-
proaches,

“These violent incidents ane
deeply wun*rnhu and may have
implications for the general human
rights situation before, during and
atter the elections,

“We have reooivied  reports of
supporters of some  polibicians
vinlntly trpeting political  op-
ponerits. The - authonties  must
starmp ot any pofential opunty
by emsuring that these mcidems
are investigated and that those
respomsible are swiftly browght
o qushice i faair trials, " Oligho sad.

Amnesty Infemational further
called on the Nigenan authoribes
oy erpsure that pumahsss, locl and
international election observers and
other stakeholders con carmy ouid
their activities safehy before, during
and after the elections, without fear
of viokenoe or mtimidation

our presicential candidate and other
APC candidates in the polls.

“Tradtitional rulers are not partisan,
ancd they bewe fokd me m aonfidence
that thiny will support our party,
because of kowe m.ﬁ eicient Bukar,”
the povemor hinted.,

Chairman of the Imo State
Traciticwsa] Cowmnwl, Eoe Inwy, His
Ryl Magesty, Eae Dr Emmanue]

of Migeria, and thenefore, urged the
peopie of Enugu o vote the main
opposition party:

fe said, “In the next eleven days
Adiku Alvdakar will emenge as your
et presichent with Beanyi Okowa
as his viee-presidential candidate, |

Chukwuaging Oleke, on his part,
ﬂp1:|rr.1:iﬁh=v.r1' the Migerian leader for
love shown o the South. East, and
sustamed legpoy of pronsoting: peace
and harmony in the country.

He said giving the president the
friendship fitke on Valentine's Day
meflected A rew level of relationship
irspined by t Bubars integrity
magnanimity and charity

Atimkg PDP Will Form the Next Government

wank o assune you that Emomediiatety
after that, the next governor will be
M Peter Wbah. | don't have much
ey e here and campaign o vou
because it's like already talking W
the converted, You are all believers
m PDR"

Rotary Club Donates
Mobility Aids to MMIA

Rotary Club, Lagos, District
9110, ‘with support from the
United States (Crutches for
Africa) has donated mobility
aids to assist passengers af
the Murtala ~ Muhammed
International Airport (MMIA),
who have mobility challenge,

The mobility aids include
10 wheelchairs, five erutches,
five walking sticks and five
walkers,

The presiclent, Rotary Club,
Laygres, l£ karian joseph Addhigbe,
who disclosed this durng the
presentation of the mobility
aids to the Federal Airport
Authonty of Nigeria |r.-'t!1?\.':l,
it the new' intermational airport
termminal, in Lagos, was quoted
in a statement o have saad the
donation was a humanitarian
service o assist passenpgers
especially those hving with
disability.

"The reason for choosing
the airport as beneficary of the
mobility aids was because the
distance from the car park to
the departure room is always
very far, making it difficult for
people living with disability
to navigate the area,

"We are making this dona-
tion to FAAN for the benefil

of passengers, especially those
that have mobility challenge
like people with disabilities, the
apedd, pregrant women and any
passengers who need mobility
assistance at the airport, We
are giving them 10 wheelchairs,
five crunches and five 1'p'ﬂ|k1'li'l§
sticks among others,” he saic

Speaking on the next step,
r‘ﬁ.klj:ui be said Rotary Club
would be donating mobil-
ity aids to communities and
Primary Health Care Centres
in Lagos and Ogun states, who
uw.'-uﬁ benefit maximally from
the humanitarian service,

rector of Rotary Founda-
tion, UK Eke, sad the Club
interconnect  people  and
advanoe the coanse of humanity,
even as he disclosed that the
arrport creates the means for
wopde fo traved from one place
L1 another, and as such it s
ot & surprise that the chub has
picked the Airport as one of the
beneficiaries of the donation
of mobility aids,

As we Travel across ainports,
we see facilities that are avail-
able to passengers that aid their
maohbility, of which, most of
them are not available at the
Nigeria airport.
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IAUATIDH OF MOB

ILE CALIB

RATION VEHICLES AND MEASUREMENT EQUIPMENT...

oL Wi

L-R: Immediate past president, Migeria Institute of Builders, Kunle Awobodu; Director General, Manufacturers Association of Nigeria (MAN), Mr. Segun Ajayi-Kadri; DG/Chief Executive, SON,
Mallam Farouk Salim; Director National Metrology Institute, SON, Engr. Bede Obayi; and Director, Training Services SON, Engr. Timothy Abner at the Inauguration of Mabile Calibration Viehicles and
Measurement Equipment by Standard organization of Nigeria held in Lagos.. . yesterday

DSS Reinvites Fani-
Media against Unguarded Utterances

eHe should apologise to Atiku, military, says ex-vp's aide

Nwezeh and Adedayo
inAbuga

Tin days i Bhe grnend lecton, the
Department of &Iﬁ' Securtty (DE5),
vestenclan, nanvited a foemer Minsder
of Aviation, Fems Fani-kavode, over
hits comments on alleged coup plot,
even & it wamed political parties
and their media managers against
urguanded utterances capable of

heating up the polity.

It sond pitical paries shoudd appby
sestrart in helr el and pubic
COMMATLTICERON SFgAReents prior
to and after the geveral election,

This is as the Spedal Assistant
o Public Communication fo the

sickenial candiclae of fhe Peoples

democratic Party  (FDAT,  Afiku
Abubakar, M. Phrank Shaibu, has

called on Fari-Kavode to fender an

Afenifere Reiterates

Govt, Calls for End to

Dieji Elumaoye and Udora Orizuin
Abuia

Apareonabe sooopoliicl onprese
ton, Aferafere, has called oo the
Presiclent Mubammacu Bubari-lod
St i asst any emptation
or pressure 1o foist on Migesia any
form of change of govemment that
was not a product of democratic
practice,

Afenifore, which made the call
in a press release by its National
Publicity Secretary, Unmirade Jare
A, vestenday; abso sought an endd
v e cash and fued santity curntly
plﬁging the country.

Aoooecting b gnoup, the ladest call
wis nevessitated by a disclosune by
the Kaduna State Governor, MNasie
ElRufai, that some elements within
the presidency were scheming to
have the president foist an Interim
Covernment on MNigerians,

Afenifere said its call was not
eIy N suppur of the Kaduma
State povernor or bevause of its
irterest i arny particular cindidats

The ul}}lﬂ.i:'u‘ltim went further
to say while it wias not always in
agreement with the position of
Govemnor B-Rufai on some national
issues, however, on this particular
one, it was i agreement with the

wemor and all those who insisted
at elections must hold on Febmuary
25 and March 11, 223 a5 schedulded.

Aderuten: then warmed that thise
whiy migzhit be thinking, along this
line: should pensh the thought as
such portended grave dangers,

‘Rather, we are making this call
because of the sacrifices we, along
with mary other Nigevians, dead and
alive, have made to ensure that we
have civil rule. We ane happy that
wer hawe had about 24 vears. of avil
rule and six tranesitions betwesn one
cvilian admmistrations to another

sinoe 1999,

“Thene is ey doubt that we can
honve betier acdmmristrations ard that
we ane disinons of having a dhange.
But that change must be through
dermocrabic means as enshrined m
o constitution. I & in this nespect
anvthing that could prompt the
change of povernment through
any other means s 1|rl.=-cwph1l'l|t;.'

F“]_r'.ukmg o CUITEnCy  SWaAp,
Afemifere while lamenting suffer-
inzs of Migenians, unged Presicdent
Bushan e compe the CBN povemor
Gochwin Emifiede, to neconsader
hes stand, and at the same fme,
called on Buhan to abso compel
the Nigerian Mahional Petmoleum
Corporation (NNPC) to Hood the
market with needed fuel at very
affordable prices,

“Reports from every part of the
counry ane disturbingly ievesling in
terms of fhe .ﬁ]i.:\?:m]. 6 AN,
through because of the difficuliies
thimy ame having in obtaining cash.
Livess hanvee bovn bost whille properties
rumrirgy b millions of Mrs have
been destowed by Hhose who wene
profesting out of frostration.

“Blaryy men and wormen: have
mesorted] fo antics that ae degrading
such as expasing their bodies in
bank prerrises o demonstrate how
desperate they were, Fuel stations,
court registnies, shopping malls and
even banks have been reported o
refiese necevingy the outyming cur-
ency nokes thues putting millions of

= i gerpanchy e, Mr Frnefiele
said that the stuation & ‘clming
climm

"Emefiele  was  meported b
have dsnussed the idea of any
eecorsideration of the February
10 deadline on Tuesday, February
14th when he visited the Federal
Ministry of Foneign Affairs in Abuja
iy discuss the monetary and oanency

urmeservid pubdic apolosy oAbk
and the mifitary: )

Fani-kayode is bilked to face the
5 apain today, a statement ssued
by the Spokesman of D55, Dr Peter
Afuranya, stated.

“Political parties and their media
managers are advised o ﬂ.)'ﬂv
restraint in thesr utterances and public
communication engagements prior
fiy ancd after the penenal election.

PHOTC: SUNDAY ADIGLIN

e, Warns Parties,

This & o avoid heating up the
polity and evoking tendencies that
could kead o vinkerl reactions as well
as wrdenmine peace and onder”, i s,

On the second mvitation extended
0 the: former mirister and one of the
meedia managers of the presidential
campaign of the APC, the agency
said E?:‘ & expected b appear ﬁ-‘:ﬁ i
rvestigabors today

"The Diepartrment of Skabe Servioes

ition to Interim

redesign poficy of the apex bank,

“The possition of the CEN boes in
thes roynd became mone desurbng
becaese it was in flagrant defiance
of the oeder grven by the Supreme

h, Fuel Scarcity

Court that both the old and the
new Mamma be oonbimoed o be
reganded as begal tender pending
the timn'r:'limh; of the mizin .-ar[?f
brousgshi bne B st gmemmienis

(65} hordny mifones e pulblic that
it erovited Chiet Femnd Fand-Kavode o
its MNational Headquarters, Abuga on
13h February: XT3 The inwitation was
iy nespect of an Investigabon of some
of his allegations and insiuations
relating o ssues relevant o national
seourity:

Ul Fand-Rawode faced a paned,
which infervaewed barn on the subsect
mather Affrwards, the srvioe gramded
him sdmenistrabive bl and ol
thert he rriakes soutine setums to the
office with effect from Wednesday,
15th February 03 il olherwee. The
irvestigation, however, oontinues,”
it s,

Meanswhile, in a stabement,
vesterday; Shaibu said Fani-Kavode's
*nepret’” was not enough without a
'.luh'rr.‘l.ru:k v s bo Abku and

w2 ity %mmu'ﬂn! b g5 ruly
ool of his sell-combesed e
i ther presidential candidate of the
I‘DIE.-’uiL.l Abubakar, met with amm

sretierals with the aom of execufing a
coup aggainst e domocatcally cociod
sovermnent of Presicent Mulsam-
miadu Buhan, Femi Fam-Favode,
the Director of Special Projects and
M miedia of the Ty, Shedtima
Presidential Campaten Coundl, has
been asked o Eender an ummserved
ibtic apology to the former Vice
siclemt of Nigreria

“Fani-Kavode's et 15 a step in
the right direction, T:'LH this & not
sufficient. Wh exactly is he apologs
ingg o? He needs o be Hi.ll]ﬁL'.ﬂ'
nceds o apologise o Warnin Atiku
Abubuakar for trying ko impugen his
character. He also needs ko apoiogise
to the military for denigrating that
mevered instifution.

“Fani-Kayode is a fomer miniskes
of the Federal Republic of MNigeria
with over two milbon followers
aoss social media platforms. He
25 i Lvvyer and oot o understand
thwe irnplication of libel

PRESIDENCY: FG, CBN TO TAKE POSITION ON CURRENCY SWAP AFTER S'COURT DETERMINATION TODAY

Wi ane trving o make things
oo for our country, we cannol
alkow even some of our courdry-
e whio wandt bo get involved in
illeal and illicit kind of businesses
i fruncabe our efforts in making
e country @ good place: They w
be arrested.
“We have seen videos of people
who are also stampang money on
ople il_tfk'l:l'ﬁt‘jiﬁfd we have said
at it is iliegmal; it & theme inour kw
Huat it &5 eyl to sty money and
these who have been caught — they
will gmor to el because we need o
do Hungs nght as a country, They
have fo go o @il so that tan set
ermpke Bt we ot be by abncling
CIRACTS 1 O QoL
"W should not take advantage of
situbons o create pain foe paopdke
who penerally want to comduct
econmic activity in the country.”

Govemors ing Up New
Notes, C50s

A coalition of 472 cvil socety
organisations (CS0s) alleped that
10 gowenms wene i v
I:Iu.':l;'u.".'..' naira todes in m:hl‘un}'l.
in order o discrodit the policy.
Matiomal Cormvener of the Coali-
ticm undler the acges of Councl of
Civil Society Organisations, Obed
Chowukwe, stated this at a workd
press confirenoe

Chowukowe alleged that the state
ohief eneoutives he desoribed o “GA0
Cawernors,” were determined o
undermine afl constitutional mearns
of achieving the policy aimed at

sanitising the economy. He said
the group had uncovered a plot
by B 10 gomermons: o ke Nigpria
ungenerabie if e policy was nit
reversed,

Chowtbowe s, "These grnemoms
an: mopping up the money and
:‘tﬁ?}ﬁ"ﬁll[ﬂihmnﬂﬂiﬂ The (BN
had arrounond that & deploved NATD
billicer i cash as the tirst tanche
of cash it disbursed.

"W alll can agmee that the money
was hijacked and did not trickle
chowm 0 the people and the people
wha ook bl of it from the comme-
mercial barks have not browght it
oul to crculate.

"They ane wthhokdanys the money
using vapous means, incid
deploving agents, who use multiple
ATM s fo withekane e moneny;
collisding with their banker agends
to comfinue ko trap the moreys in
the banbs and buying off cash
fmcrm business places” that ondinariby
miake huge cash ramsactions, like
petrol stations, supermarkets and
departmental stores

This has made some of these
bnsinesses imsist on only cash

wment as IJTu:HJnﬂit they make

im the sales of the naim covers
for thwe bwss of busiress fom those
who do not have the cash bo pay!”

He alleged that the governcrs
whi apprisched  He Suprome
Court agairst the curency redesien

ey did 50 without the ke of

i people: )

_ Part of the text of the speech
Cllewukowe defivered nead, "Since
the implementation of te mew

ruirs podicy, Nigerars and, indeed,
the system have started seeing the
wains.

"Except for the hitches of the
unavailzbility of cash, particularly
for srall bvesinesses, which & casexd
by sabtoge fronm those who do nol
want the policy so they can contirue
witl their illicat trade, other magr

inclicators show that the impact of

the policy on our econcmy is quite
positive.

“Also on security, the impact
i5 being felt, as kidnappers now
knene that e is no cash o pay
for rarscon. On our electonl process,
it is momy obwious tn Nigerians that
it i onby the vobe buvers that ane
complaining,

“This pohicy is fadrg a syndicated
attack from a group of Sovermons
who we have termed the GIO0
Giwemors. These govemons have
vowed fhat s policy will not see
thae light of day

He adde, “"They an: willing o go
the et e, irchding rakang our
counlry ingpwverniabie and undenin:
ing constitutional governance and
bringr the entire country ko a halt,
all foe their own reasins, which
are =lfish,

Mooy moves 1 cycles. Bambks
pay out money and moncy s
paid into banks” That & how cash
cereulates m an ecoreom: 5o dowa
ot wionder why banks pary ol
money and the money is nof paid
back mio the bank?”

Chownalowe further said, “We have
uncovered a grand plot, | repeat,
wie v uneovend a grand plot

by 10 grmverrrons whio hanve mesbved
1o make Nigeria ungovernable for
President Mubhammadu Bubar if
b refuses b everss thie new naira
policy

"It is amazing o nte that the

wernors behind this plob wene

» same governoss a couple of
years agn who fook advantage
af every opportunity By prase
President  Muhammadu  Bubari
0 hawh heavens.

"Homwever, obwiously, becauss
the second tenue is coming b an
end, these povernors now believe
that the presadont = ook deseving
of their respect,

“That is quite hypoontical. [t
micans all they wens showing the

ssckent was Ssyoophantic sobidanty,

TICE, WE TTILESE, fiwe, rermind
them at this point in Hine that
President Mubammadu Buhari
and still remairs the President and
Communder i Cloef of Bwe Armed
Forces of the Federal Republic of
Migeria unfil the 2%h My, 2023
and not one day befone.”

Memmvhile, supporers of the nesw
curmery policy, who embarked on
a peacetul stroet profest yestenday
in Abuja came under heavy attack
b thugns and street undhins

The Civil Society Orpanisations
Central Cooedinairg Counal, which
1 the apex ogan oF all avil society
organisations in the courry, bricied
the press before embarking on their
manch Thiry had et out T mench
1o the office 'of the Attomey Ceneral
of fhe Federation before they weme
attacked.
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NFF Confirms MKO Abiola Stadium to Host
S'Eagles/Guinea Bissau Clash on March 24

Followimiz the approval of only two
vernues fon Migena by the Confeciers-
tion of African Foctball (CAF), the
Migena Foothall Federaton (NFF)
vesterchay pickend the MEO Abiola
Skdium in Abwia B host the Super
Eaghes home be r1g.-1irna$ thae Wild
Dwrs of Guimea Brsat,

» encounter 15 Match-day 3
of the 2123 Africa Cup of MNations

UCL: Coman Repeats

AFCON 2023 QUALIFIER

qualification.

THISDAY reported last week
that CAF had approved 24 out of
42 stadiums across the continent
to stage the remaining qualifying
malches out of which MKO Stadium
and MNest of Champions in Lyo

are the only approved venues for
Migeria

MWFF comfirmed yesterday that
the Abuja stadium is to host the
Super Eagles match on Friday,
Pt Ni.il‘l..!T‘l while the Federagao
de Futebol da CuinéBissau is

2020 Heroics to Give

Bayern Edge at PSG /

Kirtgsley Coman repeated his 270
Champions League fmal herois
as Bayern Munich beat Paris St-
Crrmiain in their last-16 first-log te,

The Frenchman volleyved home
the wirmer eardy in the second half
in Pars,

Cowan also sooeed B onby goal
when Bavern overcame his fommer
chuly PSG o win the bophy fhne
VTS ag,

Subwtibude Kadian Mbappe, back
after wjury; ooked o have rescued
a draw for the hosts, but his late
et was rubed out for offside in
the builclvp,

Ligue 1 champions PSG have
nowy fost their kest thaee matches
in all cormpetitions.

In comtrast, Bavern ane unbeaten
in all competitions since 17
Septemnber and now  favouniies
by reach the quiarber-finals, despite
hawing deferder Bergamin Pavand
sent off for a second booking in
injury time,

PsG were bocsted beforehand
with Lionel Messi (it enough o
start up front after recoverng om
a hamstring njury, while M appe

was on the bencly

There was also a start in micdfiekd
for Warnen Zaire-Emeey who, at
16 vears and 33 days, became
the youngest plaver ever 1o start
a Champions League knockol

:'atnﬁ.- A

e Frenchiman vas bom in X0,
the same vear in which Messi, 35
wion his first Champions Leroue fitie

Eleewhiere, AC Milan dofesbed
Tottenham Hotspur 140 1o gain a
slimn homme advanitage in their Last
s clash last right.

Brahim Diae's snatcherd the lone
enal winner for Milan at the San Sm
~ Tottenham will have son enough
1o believe they can overtum it back
in Liondon i a fornight.

RESULTS

PSG 01 Bayemn Munich
AC Milan 140 Tottenham
TODAY

Dortmund v Chelsea
Club Brugge v Benfica

Zenith Bank Basketball
League to Bounce Back
after Elections, Says NBBF

The Nigenia Basketball Federation
IMNBEF) has promised o resusdtate
the womien's basteiall kague
sporsored by Zenith Bank PLC
after the forthooming 2023 general
elections.

The women's baskedball keague,
wiich hithesto had been suspenidod
for the last two vears, had Teft the
plavers uncertain about the future
of fhe league,

INBBF Vice Presicent, Babatunde
Oounade, has however deared
uneertainty surounding the rsump-
tiorn oF thet kesgnoe. Acoonding o him,
the federation has put everything
in place to ensune the rvival of the
femake lemgoe.

“The femake kamee & poimge
CONTNE LI VY so0n, e anes wiomod
about the timing because of the
election since there ane home and
away gmmes and they ane playing:
the games in different centnss ‘]ﬁ]
over MNigeria.

“We are mincful of putting the
s i barmn's wany becase of el
s, v henve bo be very cuedul alo,

i, thesy have do play the lsague but
we ane worred about secumiby. We
v a spormsor armyvay,” e said.

Crongp Managing Director of
Zenith Bank, Ebenezer Onyeamwu,
alsor stated that the outfit was mady
fior the A2 ecdition of the women's
baskelall leage. :

“We are always ready for this
every year but one Esie or the

other affected the plars. Frst it wis
COVID and later it was the orisis
in the federation, we ame happy all
i5 pood now. We tned o staee it
ate: Last year but it was a litte ate

“It_& always our pleasue o
omtribute b devdopment of
sports especially the growth of
women which Fas helped Nigeria
o be champions of Women
Abvbasket back-bo-back-4o-back”
Oriyeagwu saicl ]

Al speakdne with MV Quears
Coach, M ukoy Owyolabi,
enpreed eappmes over the nfum
of the Bk keagne, s that the
girks have been starved for years.

yel fo pick a dale for the second
match, which coukd be either Zth
o 28th Manch in the Moroocan dty
of Marrakech. Guinea Bissau does
not have a CAFapproved playing
turf in the country of slighily over
two million pecgle,

O the first day of the qualifving
seties, the Super Eagles fought b
from & ferocous start 10 the game,

and an Tith mirute poal by Jonathan
Morsay, to defeat the Leone Stars
of Sierra Leone 2-1 in Abuga, after
Ales hwobd and Victor Osimiben hit
back hard at the visitors

On Day 2, sy i the Momocan
ity of Agadir and in only the second
competibive match for' Coach José
Sanlos Peseiro, the Super Eagles
st a new internaticnal win-necond,

defeating Sao Tome and Princdpe
-0 wiith four of the soals by
Cleirmhen, Tenam Moffi (with a brace),
Micses Simon, Oyzhenekan Brebo,
Ademola Lookman and Ermanod
Dennis completed the camage.
Victory in both matches against
the Wild Dogs will cerfainly pavie
th Fardes” patin b Ciobe o Teonne XT3
now moved o January newxt year

Bayern Munich's French forward, Kingsley Coman in mutted celebration of his lone goal defeat of PSG..last night.

Saudi Arabia to Host 2023 FIFA Club World Cup

Sauchi Arabia has been chosen o
host the FIEA Club Wordd Cup for
e it i, om0 22 Dooernber

The arwourcerment cormes thive
davs atter Real Madeid bited the
tophy i Moroeeo, following a
thrlling 533 win over .'J‘I.I.-i"iELLI
the farst Saudi cluby by reach the
firsal of e oumamient.

Sanucli will be only the sixth host
since the compefition’s inception
irt 2000,

The country's sports minkster said
hesting the furmament signalled

our desine b be a fonee for good”™,

Savxch Arabiin has mwesiod besaly
i sporhing evenis monent years,
bt fias boen aonsed of wsine venks
fy ‘sportswash’ its meputation,

w country his bevn criticised
fior s human nghts moond by
ompansations mchuding Armresty
Internatioral and Repreve.

Earher this month, co-losts
Australia and New Zealand asked
FIFA 0 “umpertly clemibhy™ reports that
Saucti Arabivs bourism authority is
ey b rarmied s an odfacial sponsorce
the 23 Wormen's World Cup.

A deal wath Vesit Saudi, 'n'k'l.iL‘h
is set to be announeed, has been
crificised by hurman myghibs groups,

Armrwsty sad noa staberment
on Tuesdlay: "FIFA has vet again
chememamded Saudh Arabia’s o

hurnan rights second.

"Hard on the heels of awarding
the Visit Saudh fourcism sife as a
sponsor of the VWormen's Wiodd Cup,
it bt announeed the kingdom as
st o e Chubs Vviordd Cup without
any consideration of freedom of
expression,  discimination or
wirkers ights”

HEH Prince Abdulaziz bin
Turki Al Fatsal peeviousty todd BBC
Sportthat he believes the country
will always faoe global crticism.

On the announcenent of the
Chusby Workd Cupy, he said: "W are
homenned and estremely excbed o
b e the cpportunity o weloome

the world's leading football clubs
and thear fans to Saodi Arabia.
“iamy fans will have recently
witniessed our ability as 8 nation
b compete at the highest pessible
lewed on the pitche Mow we have
the chandce to prove we ane also
wirdd-class hosts off it

L-R: Former Super Eagles player, Waidi Akanni; Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu; former Super Eagles Captains, Daniel
Amokachi and Peter Rufai presenting the official match ball of the 2022 FIFA Warld Cup in Qatar to the Lagos State
Governor after a tournament organised in his honour at the Mobolaji Johnson Arena in Onikan, Lagos... on Monday

Sports Minister to Flag off National Cross Country Race in Jos

Mimister of Sport, Chief Sunday
Dare, will Hag off the MNational
Cross Country race on Friday in
Jos, Plateau State.

Dhsclosing this 1 Lagos on
Thaesciany, the Race Coordinater, Tony
Cehielo, said the Sports Minister
s a fittryg chosoe to flag off the
st race Tt ondy becacse of hes
position as the leader of the spoets
family in Migenia but also because
b 15 the first Sports Minister in
almiost H) vears who has shown
EETILLNE CONCTES About developing,

iskance runnings in Migeria, “Thene

wits no hesitaiion owver the choice
of Cheed Diare,” said Osheku who
assumed all arangements for a
very successful event have been
comcluded,

‘Chiel Dane has heand the cries
of Miperian distance rinners who
hemae E}"I‘I cranving, Ehe attention they
are yetting: now for almost four
decades. He fs the first o organiae
a trairing camp for them last year
m Jos and now, he & the brain
behiol e first Nabonal Cross
Country race in about 4 years”

Osheku says the right step is

finally bemg taken b ensune a
proper ..1&&1}'1111311 plan is put in
place and befieves MWigerian distance
runners will, m no distant future
feature in intermational events to
v mongey and win medals for
Migeria,

Just a5 wou cannot make
vemebethe without breakdng egis,
| also know vou cannot develop
top quality’ distance  runners
without fhe cross country. What
the Mabonal Cross Country race
is going to achieve is o credte the
awareness for the athletes of the

need o nchude cross country
training as part of their training
T,

“The best distance  mnnimg
mations e the world don't joke
with cross country Lraining and
JH:I'IIi'l;H'!l'kH't-. This helps ;.il'l:';!‘“}' i
builg i the physical and mendal
starmina Of affletes. viost of B best
distance rnners in the world, past
and present ran and still nun aoss
conmitry regulartyy” added Okshelan
who made his mark as an athlete
in the middle distance

“I think all kwers of distance

runnimng . Migera should be
atetul o chief U':w who s making
Saturday's race in Jos possible,
Meamwhile, Oshekn savs the
choke of Saturday February 18
date for the event is symbodic,
“The World Cross Country
li,—lt.;unpi.nnl-hi}'c-i will be hokching
i Bathurst, Australia the same day
as the Jos race. We agreed to the
date n order to draw attention to
the fact that the: fubure of distance
munning in Migeia depends on
Cross Lountry traiming,”
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